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Abstract
Qatar did not have a distinct political or economic position,
Gulf or Arab, to a large State, until (Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani) came to power in Y44¢, as the country witnessed
rapid changes in various political, economic, media, cultural and
sports fields, giving it a new position in the world. The Gulf and
regional arena, with the growing aspiration and ambition to have
its say in the Middle East and the global arena. The Y.YY FIFA
World Cup, in Doha presented a great opportunity with the
attendance of between Y.Y and .o million fans, while about o
billion people around the world watched it. Thus, getting to
know Qatar is of great importance, enhancing its tourism
perspective and future aspirations.
Sports diplomacy has played a pivotal role in the foreign policy
of Qatar, since it drew the first features of its strategy for
building and marketing national character. It was based on eight

main pillars, which were as follows, intensifying effective
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involvement in international sports bodies and associations in
various sports. Building media capabilities in the sports field, to
make Qatar among the central countries in this field.
Strengthening the continued presence in sports agendas, by
intensifying the successful organization of major sporting events
at levels, International and regional, Building major,
technologically distinguished and environmentally friendly sports
facilities, and opening innovative health facilities for health
services for athletes, Commercial investment in international
sports teams.

Keywords: Qatar, Qatar World Cup, sports, soft power.
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