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Oil policy in Iraq during the outbreak of the First Gulf War in 1980

Raghad Hamid Muhammad
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Abstract:

In the early 1980s, oil policy continued its approach based on developing the oil sector
after the National Oil Company extended its control over its oil fields and attempted to
invest them directly while opening a number of vital projects, in addition to its success in
raising the ceiling of its oil exports. However, these visions did not last long, as The
outbreak of the First Gulf War in September 1980 had a fundamental impact on it in light
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of the collapse of the system for exporting oil in the southern ports, with oil refineries and
pipelines transporting oil from the northern regions to the southern ports being exposed to
major damage as a result of the intense raids launched by Iranian aircraft. These strikes
had significant negative effects on the volume of oil exports, which declined significantly
as a result of their interruption from export ports in the Arabian Gulf during the last three
months of 1980. The National Oil Company turned its attention to other ports in order to
compensate for the large quantities of oil it lost, but this did not happen. It is not enough
in light of the continuing attacks on its infrastructure.
Keywords: . Oil, war, Gulf, politics.
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