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Research in modern linguistics has long been confined to
the boundaries of the sentence, which researchers have
regarded as the largest independent unit of meaning that
stands on its own. Consequently, the sentence was adopted as
the primary unit of linguistic analysis. However, around the
mid-20th century, a group of linguists began advocating for
the need to move beyond sentence-level analysis to the level
of the text. They observed that sentence grammar alone is
insufficient to describe linguistic phenomena that extend
across sentences, subtexts, and entire texts. Moreover, the
overall meaning of a text exceeds the mere sum of the
individual meanings of its constituent sentences. These
scholars argued that human communication is not conducted
through isolated, standalone sentences but rather through
cohesive texts—except in cases where the entire text is
embodied in a single sentence. Thus, calls emerged to move
beyond the confines of sentence grammar to a broader
framework capable of studying and describing natural
communication materialized in texts, while uncovering the
relationships and criteria that establish textuality.
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