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Briefing
75 YEARS AFTER
THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE
UNITED NATIONS:

The Right to Self Determination and the
International Law

By Dr A. Hussain Shaban

* Academic, thinker, and writer, Vice President
of the Non-Violence and Human Rights
University (AUNOHR), General Secretary
of the Arab League of International Law.
He has received awards for Most Prominent
Human Rights Activist in The Arab World
(Cairo, 2003), Medal for The Defense Of The
Value Of Tolerance in the Arab Film Festival
Rotterdam (Holland, 2008), Medal from
the Arab Institute of Democracy and Jahid
Forum and Green University for Peaceful
Culture and Coexisting Living (Tunis, 2016),
as well as a Medal for High Recognition of
Culture Amongst the Famous Names of
Culture in Lebanon and the Arab world from
the Culture Movement in Antelias (Beirut,

2017).

Perhaps the legal emergence of the concept
of self-determination is linked to the rising
of the national country notion, especially
in the early stages in Europe. Following
the outbreak of World War 1 in 1914, and
after the first peace conference was held,

the idea of self-determination was spread

especially among people and ethnic groups

who wanted to acquire their independence.1

Two Lifters of the Right to Self-Determination
Two fundamental lifters contributed to the
rising of the self-determination concept: the
first one is the socialist left party and its main
Marxist movement which was enshrined in
the second international conference, and was
held in London in 1986, where a decision was
taken about the right to self-determination
when they announced “.. Their support
of every nation to have the right and the
freedom to self-determination”, they also
expressed their sympathy stating, “Every
country who is suffering now from military
or national dictatorship or others” calling
“the labourers of all countries to join the class
conscious labourers in the whole world to
fight with each other for the decolonization

from world capitalism and to achieve the

goals of the democrat socialism.2”

1 Shaya Riad Shafik- The Rights of Minorities in the Light
of the International Law, Dar Al Nahar, 1¥flr, Beirut, June

2010,p.295and onwards.

2 International Socialism was established on July 14™,
1889, six years after the death of Marx in Paris, after the
unity of the socialist movement in European countries and
the United States of America. The second international
convention had joined over 20 countries, whereas the first
one was established on September 28, 1864, and continued
till 1876. Lenin, EI- The Chosen, 10volumes, 6" volume,
Dar Al Takadom, Moscow, 1975-1979, p. 51-55. Look also,
Shaban, Abd al Hosein- New Issues in the Arab-Israeli
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