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The responsibility of the head of state in the
parliamentary system and the presidential system:

a comparative study
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Abstract

One of the accepted democratic principles is that
everyone is subject to the law, and that the head of state
represents the top of the executive pyramid, and the issue
of his accountability is one of the most important topics
that occupies political jurisprudence and constitutional
jurisprudence, due to the importance of the position of
the head of state, as he is a representative of the people
and a symbol of the state’s sovereignty in exercising his
powers. Therefore, political systems differed in defining
his responsibility and its elements. And the procedures
for holding him accountable, including accusation and
trial, and the results that result from them. We may
notice this difference very clearly when conducting
research and comparison between the responsibility of

the head of state in parliamentary systems and his
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responsibility in presidential systems, and the nature of that responsibility: political,
criminal, or political-criminal at the same time. A group of countries was chosen as a
model. For the parliamentary political system, which is Britain, Lebanon, and Iraq,
in contrast, America, Turkey, and Brazil were chosen as a model for comparison in

the presidential political system.
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