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Abstract:

Relationship that ties literary text to reader is based on a semiotic
experience to generate the meaning for the text. However, the meaning
that can be generated by the reader is beyond prediction. As much as the
readers are diverse, the time and context of interpretation are variable.
Furthermore, the text itself is subject to change. But if we believe that the
reader could generate their own meaning from the text, does this mean
that the reader is free in the process of interpretation? If we acknowledge
the freedom of interpretation, what can we say about the possibility of
generating meaning based on chaotic interpretation, which would then set
the meaning unacceptable?

Here, we sense the need to organize the semiotic experience so that
the multiple meanings of a single text are structured and acceptable. The
multiplicity of interpretations imposed by the circumstances surrounding
the semiotic experience is inevitable. With a close examination, accepting
this fact preserves the right of the reader to hold onto a meaning they
believe to be correct. Moreover, accepting the idea of a singular meaning
for the literary text would only promote cultural decline and suppress the
desire to diversify and renew thinking.

A question to be stirred here is: How could we organize the semiotic
experience, the reader engages in with the literary text? This question is
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linked to two concepts: order and chaos. These two concepts refer us to the field
of cultural semiotics, which takes culture as its subject of study and, at the same

time, as a reference for interpretation and its organization. Cultural semiotics is
shaped by figures such as Yuri Lotman, Boris Uspensky, Umberto Eco, and Clifford
Geertz.

Encyclopaedia, as a tool proposed by Umberto Eco to organize the semiotic
experience, could only function as a source of interpretive rules. When Eco
speaks about the encyclopaedia, he refers to the culture that organizes behaviour
and thought in society. If we acknowledge the role of culture in organizing the
semiotic experience, how does culture fulfil this role? Are there mechanisms
that collaborate with it in performing this role?

Keywords: interpretation, cultural semiotics, order, chaos, reader, text.
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