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Abstract
The current study delves into the ancient Arabic translation of Aristotle's

Poetics, specifically the translation of Abd Bishr Matta bin Ytnus al-Qunna'i.

This translation is significant because it paves the way for the integration

of Greek poetic concepts into Arabic poetry. The research is structured into

three main sections. The first section examines the nature of the translated
text and the challenges it presents, as Aristotle did not write this book himself,
but rather it was written by one of his students, leading to a lack of clarity
and numerous gaps. For instance, the book does not provide a definition for
key terms such as mimesis and katharsis, and it is also incomplete, as it does
not contain the section on comedy that Aristotle had promised to address.

In the second section, we concentrate on the translator's perspective,
who was deeply immersed in the Syriac language and culture, which
significantly guided his translation. The third section is devoted to his
translation methodology:

e Theinclusion of poetry within the logical framework, contrary to Aristotle,
who dealt with poetry apart from his books of logic (the Organon).

e Exaggeration in literal translation, which changed the features of the
original text and the transformation that made the concepts of dramatic
poetry take on the features of lyrical poetry, such as transforming mimesis
into comparison, tragedy into praise, and comedy into satire... etc., and

¢ Finally, the interference of languages, where the Syriac language, with its
lexical and syntactic structure, imposed its dominance on the translator.
Allthese proceduresenable ustocomprehendthe subsequenttranslations

that were carried out by Muslim philosophers (Al-Farabi, Avicenna, Ibn

Rushd) and illustrate the true impact of this book on Arabic rhetoric.
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