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Ceramic tiles for the mihrab of the Mosque of Kairouan, made in
Samarra

Prof. Dr. Rafah Jasim Al Sammarae
University of Baghdad- College of Arts
Summary
The remaining Islamic Arab artifacts in Arab Islamic cities have
contributed to modern studies that highlight the leading role of Arab
Muslims in their artistic achievements. Through these artifacts, we have
been able to uncover many facts related to the significance and role of
Arab Islamic cities in the emergence of artistic creations that have become
the identity of these cities in terms of architecture and Islamic Arab arts.
Arab Islamic cities house numerous significant buildings and
movable artifacts. One of the most remarkable and rare artistic creations is
the ceramic tiles that cover the mihrab of the Great Mosque in the city of
Kairouan. They vividly reveal the artistic flourishing of the city,
especially during its time as the capital of the Abbasid Caliphate from 221
to 279 AH. This period witnessed the flourishing of the metallic-glazed
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ceramics industry, which produced some of the finest ceramics found in
the city. Many of these ceramic pieces have been distributed to
international museums, including the ceramic tiles in the mihrab of the
Great Mosque in the city of Kairouan, which are still preserved to this
day.
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