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The phenomenon of eclipses in the light of cuneiform texts

Asst Prof. Dr. Abbas Ibrahim Saber
University of Al-Hamdaniya/ College of Education

Abstract:

The phenomenon of the eclipse is one of the natural phenomena that
has attracted human attention since ancient times and continues to this
day. There are many astronomical and religious interpretations on this
subject, ancient and modern, and it was necessary for us to clarify some of
these interpretations among the people of Mesopotamia, in addition to the
science of omens, astrology, and future predictions. In this conference, we
wanted to shed light on this cosmic phenomenon that has drawn human
attention since early Sumerian times, to explain the eclipse linguistically
and terminologically, and to teach the name of the eclipse in the Sumerian
and Akkadian languages, as well as to explain the view of the people of
Mesopotamia on the phenomenon of the eclipse from a religious
perspective, and we mention examples of this from Cuneiform texts, and
we move on to the population’s political view of this phenomenon and its
repercussions on the lives of kings. We address the social and economic
view while mentioning examples from the cuneiform texts. We analyze
these examples according to our vision as researchers specialized in the
field of cuneiform studies. We concluded the research with some points
from the important conclusions that we reached while writing search.

Keywords: Eclipses, Astronomy, Mesopotamia, Cuneiform texts,
Phenomenon
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