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An analytical study of the Abbasid dirham, minted in Surra Man
Ra'a in the year 276 AH

Zaid Abdul Kareem Jasim
University of Samarra- College of Arts

Abstract

This research deals with the analytical study of an Abbasid dirham
minted in Surra Man Ra'a in the year 276 AH/ 889 AD. The name of
Ahmad ibn al-Muwaffaq was inscribed on it, next to each of the Abbasid
caliphs, al-Mu'tamid al-Ala Allah (256-279 AH/ 870-892 AD) and his
crown prince Almufawad il-Ala Allah, and recording the phrase "All
power belongs to Allah”. This dirham is considered one of the rare
Abbasid dirhams, as only two models of it were previously published,
dated 276 AH/ 889 AD, along with a form minted in the year 277 AH/
890 AD. In addition, all the Abbasid coins on which he received the
phrase “All power belongs to Allah” had the name of al-Muwaffaq
recorded on it, along with each of the caliph al-Mu’tamid al-Ala Allah
and Ahmad ibn al-Muwaffag. In this research, the researcher tries to link
the meaning of the phrase and the reason for recording the name of
Almufawad il-Ala Allah on this coin through monetary evidence and
historical narratives.

Keywords: Samarra, Islamic coins, Mu’tamid al-Ala Allah, Almufawad
il-Ala Allah, Ahmed bin Al-Muwaffag.
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