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Mays 1941 movement in Iraqg against
Britain and the honorable role of Najaf in it
- a historical study

Prof. Sabah Karim Riah Al-Fatlawi /
Faculty of Political Sciences / University of
Kufa

Summary

Mace’s national liberation movement
against the British colonization of Iraq in 1941
was considered an important “pivotal event” in
the contemporary history of Irag. The
deterioration of the situation, along with
Britain’s determination to land its forces in
Basra in preparation for the occupation of Iraq,
led to the outbreak of a revolutionary uprising
in April 1941 that did not aim to eliminate
loyal politicians For Britain, but also for
undermining British influence in Irag.Rachid
Aali was chosen by army officers to form the
National Defense Government, after which the
regent Abdul llah was removed and Sharif was
chosen as the guardian of the throne as an
educator. And the escalation of the British
colonial interventions in 1941 in the affairs of
the nation in Irag, the weaving of conspiracies
and planning against the army, the state and
the people, and the occupation of the
Habbaniyah base, had an order that “prompted
the jurists of the Islamic Ummah in Najaf to
issue their collective or individual fatwas
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exposing the British treachery of the Arabs and  (agreed upon) to the people. They order him to
their crimes in Palestine and Iraqg. wage jihad against colonial invaders

In an evaluation pause of the national
liberation and  political  independence
movements that the Shiite elites fought on the
political and cohesion levels, we note that just
as the political events and the coalescence with
the British occupiers and their aides
culminated in the twenties of the twentieth
century, the glorious revolution of the
twentieth century. The thirties of the same
century also witnessed hot and escalating
events, which ultimately led to the rise of the
Arab Mays movement in 1941. Despite the
failure of the two movements, in which the
Shi’ites in the first had advanced and direct
leadership roles, at the political and cohesion
levels. The Shi’ites, with their religious
authority and their scientific possession, also
had an unusual pioneering role in the second
movement, but in another pattern limited to
absolute political and mobilization support For
this movement, and the willingness to defend it
from all groups and elites of the Shiites. In
addition to the above, what is known as "the
literature of the revolution™ appeared in Najaf
before other regions of Irag, and this shows
that Najaf was not only a religious center, but
rather an important literary and cultural center
that distinguished the production of its poets,
its literature with abundance and originality,
and they succeeded with great success in
highlighting the nation's heroics. Arab Arabia
and the justice of its sacrifice that it defends,
which stoked the enthusiasm of the masses and
inflamed their feelings. The poets of Najaf
began turning the pages of history, dedicating
themselves to the glories of the Arabs and
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