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Abstract

This research falls within the framework of critical endeavours that focus on
the semantic analysis of discourse on which the literature of debates is founded to
uncover the argumentative dimensions within a specific textual corpus, namely "Bihar
al-Anwar al-Jami'a li Durar Akhbar al-A'immah al-Athar". This book, which reflects the
dialogical nature of cultural activity in the Abbasid era, contains texts that allude to
intellectual and rhetorical practices and embodies the characteristics of the Arab mind
in an era marked with intellectual diversity. Its critical and rhetorical achievements
serve as an accurate representation of the intellectual challenges of the time and
exemplify the engagement with rhetoric that focuses on the creation of prose: |etters,
speeches, debates and poetry.

The research then draws attention to uncovering crucial insights into the theory
of argumentation found in Arabic rhetorical texts and in the practical application of
rhetoric, particularly in the art of debate. First, this research examines the methods
rooted in the Arab mind to the comprehension of logic and philosophy, which form
the basis of rhetorical works. These methods have been developed since the ancient
times, when dialogue and debate were first introduced in the book "Bihar al-Anwar".

Based on this understanding, this research examines the relationship between
the discourse of authority, represented by the discourse of the Abbasid Caliph, and
the cultural discourse produced outside the Abbasid court, as exemplified with the
discourse of Imam Al-Kadhim (p.b.u.h.). This study aims at elucidating the methods,
techniques, systems of arguments and their underlying epistemological, social,
and theological frameworks. This represented a form of intellectual and rational
interaction during one of the most flourishing periods in Islamic civilization.

Keywords: dialogical discourse, argumentation, semantic analysis, Imam Al-
Kadhim (peace be upon him)
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