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Linguistic dictionaries in geographical thought
Prof. Dr. Sawsan Fadel Kazem

College of Education - Wasit University
sawsan@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract:

The research aims to identify the contributions made by Arab geographers in
the field of dictionary making. The research also aims to identify the
foundations and rules on which this industry was based, and the
methodologies followed by geographers in formulating their dictionaries.
The research also aims to identify the most prominent features of linguistic
dictionaries, and to identify the strengths and weaknesses of linguistic
dictionaries. The importance of the research lies in knowing the methods
used to explain meanings and the extensive information related to them from
historical and geographical aspects, addressing linguistic aspects such as
morphology, correct pronunciation, and supporting evidence. The research
followed the approach of sources that geographers relied on in collecting the
material, and the research reached many results, including:
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1. Comprehensive cognitive documentation: Linguistic dictionaries provided
extensive documentation of geographical locations, which contributed to
enriching information about terrains, countries, and archaeological sites.
2. Stimulating geographical intellectual development: Dictionaries enabled
thinkers and scientists to use precise terms, which helped develop
geographical sciences significantly. 3. Diversity of lexicographic schools:
Dictionaries were arranged in terms of pronunciation and meaning, which
gave users flexibility in accessing geographical information according to
their needs. 4. Contributions of dictionaries to other sciences: Geographic
dictionaries were not only specialized in geography, but also included the
historical, cultural and social aspects of the documented places, as the
research recommended: 1. Encouraging a deeper study of geographical
dictionaries: More research should be conducted to analyze the geographical
impact of these dictionaries, which contributes to reviving this heritage. 2.
Benefiting from heritage dictionaries in modern research: Contemporary
researchers should integrate geographical information documented in
heritage dictionaries into their contemporary research to enhance
understanding of the development of geographical sciences. 3. Republishing
and analyzing old geographical dictionaries: It is important to republish
these dictionaries in modern ways that include explanation, analysis and
classification to enhance access to them and expand their usefulness. 4.
Cooperation between geographers and linguists: Cooperation between the
two disciplines can lead to the extraction of new studies that combine
linguistic knowledge and geographical information, which contributes to
developing our understanding of heritage geography. Keywords: (linguistic
dictionaries, geographical thought).
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