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Abstract 
Through this study, we sought to shed light on the crime of smuggling 

antiquities, which was dealt with by the Iraqi legislator in a special law, which is the 
Iraqi Antiquities and Heritage Law.  Civilized as the memory of peoples and their 
human history, and thus reflects the human activities in previous eras, through which it 
embodies for us the progress reached by those civilizations in many fields, and due to 
the importance of antiquities, the legislator added to them its protection by legal texts, 
aware of what constitutes the crime of smuggling  Antiquities are a danger to the 

antiquities out 
of Iraq as it is a crime against public funds owned by the state, as the crime of 
smuggling antiquities is one of the crimes that threaten one of the main interests that the 
legislator puts in place to protect, and the Iraqi legislator and comparative legislation 
aims  From criminalizing antiquities smuggling to preventing this phenomenon and 
putting an end to it, there are crimes that are similar to the crime in question in certain 
matters and differ from it in other matters such as the crime of antiquities theft.  The 
crime of smuggling antiquities is one of the organized crimes committed by a group of 
offenders to obtain material profits. This crime is characterized by being of a 
transnational nature, and the Iraqi legislature and comparative legislation did not require 
the crime of smuggling antiquities to achieve a certain result and thus the crime is 
complete once it is achieved  Criminal behavior, and the legislation under study did not 
specify procedures for the investigation or trial stage in the case of the crime of 
antiquities smuggling, and thus it is subject to the general rules in the investigation and 
trial stages.  In order to address the topic under research with the best formulas and 
legal solutions, the research was divided into three chapters. In the first chapter, we 
dealt with the nature of the crime of antiquities smuggling. In the second chapter, we 
explained the elements of the crime of antiquities smuggling, and we devoted the third 
chapter to the penal effects of the crime of antiquities smuggling.  We ended the 
research in this thesis with a conclusion in which we summarized the most important 
results that we reached and the suggestions that we would like to present to the Iraqi 
legislator 
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