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The literary “Deviation” shatahat —Words of Ecstasy as poetics of

Sufism: A Reading in Bushra al-Bustani’s “Ma’idat el-Khamri
Tadur—The Wine Table spins”

Dr. Wafaa Abdullatif Abdulaali, PhD
Dept of English, College of Arts, University of Arts

The paper investigates the use of the words of ecstasy, called here
as “Deviations” as elements of poetics in Bushra al-Bustani’s “Ma’idat
ul-Khamri Tadur—The Wine Table Spins”. The poem which is of
sixteen stanzas is presented as an application for Julia Kristeva’s theory
of the abject which she presents in her book Powers of Horror: an Essay
on Abjection. The “jettison” of the abject in an artistic formation of a
poetics of the abject co-opted in dire times of the war. Resistance of war
is one result of this throwing out of the “atrocity” clothed in an
aesthetics that is rendered able to defeat the occupation of Iraq. The
poem is taken into the whirling movement, reminiscent of the Mevlevi
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dance, also known as the skirt dance. The overwhelming “spinning” of
the poem is a method to discharge the “horrendous” reality of war.
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3-Julia Kristeva, Powers of Horror: an Essay on Abjection, Trans by Leon S.
Roudiez (New York: Columbia UP, 1982).
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8-See Jean Chevalier and Alain Gheerbrant, Trans by John Buchanan-Brown,
The Penguin Dictionary of Symbols (1969; London: Penguin Books, 1994),
383-384.
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Nidhahi Tiwari, Imagery and Symbolism in T.S.Eliot’s Poetry (New Delhi:
Atlantic publishers & Distributors, 2001), 97.
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Michael Ferber, Dictionary of Literary Symbols, 2nd Edition (MA: Cambridge
UP, 2007), 148-150.

) ~Vc(Y voVodadl B‘)\‘}j:&i’md) :L\S)..A“ GA cYlaa cu.mjﬂ\ G.ALA Caug — V)

. Y0 e\.d'\/\ 2=l cgﬁd‘)f\ﬂiﬂﬁcdﬁ;&;.ﬁo\ﬁi"&}m‘@J\P—\Y

4[ AV Gl [NV s g it 19 bt | 3t dbiage Sl y ]—

(")




