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 (ق.م 2112-2002)  
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 الملخص:

 ر بر قراطيتتتتتتت  ا للغتتتتتتت        يتتتتتتت  أتركتتتتتتت     تتتتتتت   
  احت   لتا اكبتتر لال ات   ا  اتت ري اف اريت   تت  
ا لتت  ا ا غتت يا  ا تتت  تضتتير ب اتت ه ا تت  اف   تت ر 
افقتصتت  و  ا صتتلا  اف اريتت  ا لليتت   بتتيا لتت ا 
ا لل كتتت   تتتلار ا لصرا اتتت لرو ا حتتت ي   ا بحتتت  
ح ر نص لال رو ل  ا ب      ا ا لري  اتاح 

  لا ن ع  ا را    ا تت  اتقتي لا  لار  راات  ان
ا ب حايا ا   تاليته  برا رر ا ط ب     ابت ر  

 تت  ا لصتتر ا اتت لرو   ضتت ا  اتتا ا التتر ا اريتت 
 ا ح ي .

تن   تتت  ا  رااتتت  قتتترات  ا تتتنص  ترالتتتت   تح ي تتت   
ب فا    ا   لغ ل  اتا ا تا افحت ا  ا اي اتي  

 .ا ت  ار   لار ت ك ا قتر 
 الكلمات المفتاحية:

نمو ، سلاللة أور الاالالاة ،  -طلب ، أوررسالة 
 نص، الرقيم ال سيدي،

    
Abstract: 
The state of Ur III Dynasty was left 
a very complicated bureaucratic 
regime with the biggest number of 
administration record in the ancient 
world which conform its economical 

flourishing and specific 
administrative relationship.  
This research focuses on studying  
unpublished cuneiform text which 
was confiscated by Iraq Museum, 
the study resulted that the text 
considers one of the administrative  



 2020السنــة الرابعة عشرة :    26مجلة كلية التربية للبنات للعلوم الإنسانية                                 العدد: 

 .........................  ق.م( 2002-2112رسالة غير منشورة من عصر سلالة أور الثالثة    )

 

          454 

letter-order known among scholars 
which was very common found in Ur 
III period.  
In this study an introduction written 
about political activities occurred 
before this period and then  I add a 
transliteration and translation with 
detail commentary to the text         
Key words: 
 Letter-order, Ur-Nammu, UR III 
period, Lgal. Gu  .the Text. the 
tablet. 
 
 
Unpublished Letter from the UR 
III period 
(    -    . B.C) 
Nashat AL- khafaji (University of 
Kufa,Faculty of Archaeology) 
 
 Introduction:  
 After one or three generations of 
the fall of the Akkadian empire by 
the Kotteens; there was an attempt 
to set the Mesopotamia free and get 
rid of the foreign invasion and 

submit Sumer and Akkad for the 
central and united regime. 
This liberation battle which is 
considered as the first war to 
liberate in Iraq and world had been 
led by Utu-hegal(1). The information 
about this dynasty is so few; we 
only knew some information about 
its beginning such as: its natural 
home was Uruk according to the 
Sumerian Knigs` List, where Utu-
hegal was the only member of the 
fourth dynasty of Uruk(2), in a text he 
claimed that he had defeated the 
Kotteens and restore the Sumerian 
kingdom(3). 
      The period of his regime  was 
very short, not more than three 
years, according to the modern 
resources(4), though most of the 
previous researchers agreed that his 
rign lasted seven years according to 
the Sumerian Knigs` List(5). Also, 
most of the previous researchers 
agreed that the Sumerian Knigs` 
List has so much exaggeration upon 
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the number of ruling years ascribed 
to many of the kings mentioned in it; 
Utu-hegal was one of them.  
After his death, his brother 
Ur.Nammu has used this event to 
move authority from Uruk to his city 
Ur(6). Where he was the military 
governor, ŠAGAN in the Sumerian 
language and (šakkanakku) in 
Akkadian language(7), 
 during the regime of Utu-hegal. 
The ancient studies and resources 
did not mention that the king 
Ur.Nammu was a brother of Utu-
hegal. 
So,  Ur.Nammu has established a 
new Dynasty known as the third 
decent of Ur, or the new Sumerian 
age(8).  
The regime of Ur.Nammu had 
lasted for eighteen years (    -
    ), where Sumer and Akked 
again became as one country(9). 
His son and successor (Šul . gi), 
ruled for about a half century(    -
    B.C.)(10), in his regime the 

state had been unified, the eastern 
and the northern east boundaries 
were secured, the army was 
reformed as well as  the relation 
between the court and the temple, 
and new centers were founded to 
receive the taxes from all the 
kingdom cities(11).  
Following Naram Sin, the fourth king 
of the Akkadian emperor empire, 
(Šul . gi) declared himself as a ruler 
of the four elements of world(12), 
applied extremely central  
bureaucracy to administrate the 
state. Ur.Nammu and his four 
caliphates had governed for about a 
century (    -    )(13). 
      Their cities includes Sumer and 
Babylon in addition to the trade 
roads to the east, the valley of 
Diyala across the mountains of 
Zagroos, later known as the road of 
silk, and to the south the valley of 
Susa(14). They had made all efforts 
to establish colonies in the 
boundaries mountain areas, having 



 2020السنــة الرابعة عشرة :    26مجلة كلية التربية للبنات للعلوم الإنسانية                                 العدد: 

 .........................  ق.م( 2002-2112رسالة غير منشورة من عصر سلالة أور الثالثة    )

 

          456 

series wars to control the area of 
the ocean to the north and the 
eastern north. Moreover they had 
deepened their relation with the 
kings of the boundaries kingdoms 
by the diplomatic marriages(15).   
Ur had a very distinguished 
bureaucracy system and left one of 
the greatest administrative 
documents in the ancient world; the 
estimations indicate that there are 
more than thirty four thousands 
published texts belong to this 
period(16), yet the number could not 
be limited where there are new texts 
are provided by the modern 
techniques and the clay boards 
confiscated for the Iraqi museum.   
 
Studying the text: 
The tablet confiscated by the Iraqi 
museum with the number   
 (IM.        ), rectangular in shape 
with ( cm) length and ( cm) width, 
contains ten lines distributed on the 
obvase  and the revese: eight on 

the obvose and two on the reverse. 
The right edge of the tablet was 
defaced.  
Studying the text shows that it 
belongs to the modern Sumerian 
age. It seems that most of these 
letters are administrative orders 
usually described as request letters, 
rarely dated.  
The first line of the letter is read as 
(Lugal.mu) or (Lugal. gu  ), which 
means to my lord or to my master, 
the latter is more suitable and 
acceptable. As these letterers are 
requests, the king had nothing to do 
with such little administrative affairs. 
The amplified meaning of such letter 
is that it is issued or sent from a 
person who had less rank from the 
receiver.     
 
 
 
IM.         
Text type: letter-order 
Date: Ur III 
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Provenance: unknown (the letter 
was probably written in Nippur). 
 
Transliteration: 
 . lugal-ĝu   
 . u -na-a-d[u  ] 
 .     ĝešpisaĝ ┌x┐ 
 . a-ra   -[kam] 
 . Edenki-t[a] 
 .      ĝešpisaĝ 
 . Ur-niĝarx!(NIĜ.E )ĝar 

 . nu-banda  Ku-ma-x 
 . lu  dEllilx(EN.E )-la -ke -ne 
  . u nin  al-bu-re-ne 
 
Translation: 
 “After you (= the tablet) have said 
this to my lord(, he will know what 
follows):  
    wooden baskets of …: this was 
the first (delivery); from Eden.  
     wooden basket: (were 
delivered by) (?) Ur-niĝara(k); 
superintendent: Kuma…  
The men of Ellil are pulling out / will 
pull out rushes.” 

 
 
 
Commentary: 
Line  : For u -na-a-du  , “when 
you have said this to him” in the 
introductory formula of letters, see 
A. H. Jagersma, A Descriptive 
Grammar of Sumerian (unp. PhD 
dissertation, University of Leiden, 
    )    . 
Line  : For a-ra , see Å. W. 
Sjöberg (ed.), The Sumerian 
Dictionary of the University Museum 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
vol.  /I: A/  (Philadelphia     ) c.f. 
a-ra  A. 
Line  : I am not aware of any other 
attestation of the GN Edenki in Ur III 
texts. However, this toponym is 
known from Old Akkadian texts: 
see, for instance, Nik.  ,    rev.   
(CDLI P      ).  
Line  : Ur-NIĜ.E 

ĝar is probably an 
erroneous writing of Ur-NIGIN (= 
U.UD.E )ĝar, that is, Ur-
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niĝarx(NIGIN )ĝar. For the reading of 
NIGIN 

ĝar as niĝarxĝar, see A. 
Cavigneaux and M. Krebernik, 
“NIN-niĝara”, Reallexikon der 
Assyriologie  ,    . 
Line  : The context suggests that 
Ku-ma-x here represents a 
personal name, although unattested 
otherwise. 
Line  : The expression lu  
dEllilx(EN.E )-la -ke -ne, “the men 
of Ellil”, is not otherwise attested. 
For the writing dEN.E  (and not dEn-
lil ) and its reading as Ellil (and not 
Enlil), see G. Marchesi, Lumma in 
the Onomasticon and Literature of 
Ancient Mesopotamia (Padova 
    )   -   n.    . 
Line   : The verbal form al-bu-re-
ne is to be analyzed as 
{al.bur.en }, third person plural of 
the present-future (or imperfective), 
transitive conjugation. For the verbal 
prefix al-, see Jagersma, A 
Descriptive Grammar of Sumerian, 
   -   . For the verb bu(-r), see 

Å. W. Sjöberg (ed.), The Sumerian 
Dictionary of the University Museum 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
vol.  : B (Philadelphia     ) s.v. 
bu B. As for u nin , I follow W. 
Sallaberger in considering it as a 
variant of u ninni , “rush, reed;” see 
Der kultische Kalender der Ur III 
Zeit, Teil   (Berlin and New York   
    )     n.     . See also 
Sjöberg, op. cit.,    b. 
 
Conclusion : 
 . The text in study has confiscated 
by Iraqi Museum which is mean its 
provenance unknown.   
 . The  text in study dated to the 
UR III period.  
 . It seems this text was written 
probably in the middle or southern 
part of  Mesopotamia, since its 
shape and context has similarity 
with hose  published texts found at 
Nippur.  
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 . The text shown economical 
flourishing and systematic central 
administration of UR III period.   

 . The text shown a relationship 
among cities under control of UR III 
dynasty. 

 
 

 الأستنتاجات:
ا تتنص ا لاتتل رو ا راتت     تبتتيا لتتا  تتلار  رااتت 

غيتتتر لنضتتت ر   ا تتت ار    تتت   تتت ا ا بحتتت  ا ط تتتب   
 ا   ل  ي  .

 تتا يتتنت  نتتص ا  رااتت  اتتا طريتتي ا تنغيبتت    -1
 لص  ر  ص  ح ا لتحف ا لراق . الأاري  انل    

 ا نص يل   ا   ا لصر ا ا لرو ا ح ي . -2
يبتتت   اا ا تتتنص يلتتت   ا تتت   احتتت   لتتتا لتتت ا  -3

 اط  ان ب بلا  ا را  يا  ربل  كتب     ل ين  

نيبتت ر لغ رنتتت  لتتتخ نصتتت ص ا تتتر  لنضتتت ر  اتتت بغ  
لا  نقس ا قتر   ا ت  أب   ضبه  كبيرا لتا حيت  

 لال ا.ا ضكر ا نص   
ظهتتتتتر ا تتتتتنص لتتتتت   الأ   تتتتت ر الأقتصتتتتت  و ي -4

 الأ ار  ا لرك يتتتت  ا لنتظلتتتت   ا  قيغتتتت   اتتتتلا   ا ر 
 ا ا  ا .

لتتتتتا  تتتتتتلار  رااتتتتتت  ا تتتتتنص تبتتتتتتيا اا  نتتتتتت ك  -5
صلا  ا اري  للي   بيا ا لت ا ا   اتل   ات ط  

 الا   أ ر ا ا  ا . 
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IM.174508 

5 

10 

Obv. 

Rev. 
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