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Abstract

Theoretical understanding of the Holy Qur'an involves two stages:

The first stage focuses on interpreting the Qur'an using the Qur'an itself
following a closed-corpus methodology and this stage represents the
self-understanding of the holy Qur’an and it is of a textual linguistic na-
ture, and by this, the researcher means that its recurrence through lin-
guistic connotations in isolation and in composition, along with linguistic
contexts.

The second stage includes the inseparability principle, which is the stage
of extending the Qur'anic connotations to the linguistic heritage of Ahl-
ul-Bayt, a heritage that will be linguistically and thematically linked to
the Holy Qur'an. This means that the connotations presented by the Holy
Qur'an in the first stage are utilized and preserved in order to achieve the
inseparability. However, it should be noted here that the various dimen-
sions of discourse and high-level implications (objectives and purposes)
may accompany this utilization, and that means changing temporal, his-
torical, and contextual considerations come into play. This is due to the
historical human reality of the Imams and their administrative mandate
over the community in a Qur'anic context, provided that the relationship
of inseparability remains clear.

In a Qur'anic research titled "The Concept of Time in the Holy Qur'an: A
Semantic Study in Light of the Closed-Corpus Method," we have conclud-
ed that the term alsa‘ah (the time) was used as a reference to Imam Meh-
di (may Allah hasten his reappearance). Hence this research is an endeav-
or to demonstrate that the Ahlul-Bayt peace be upon them are intricately
connected to this Qur’anic reference.

In this regard, we have observed a collection of narrated hadiths about
the Prophet and his pure progeny (peace be upon them), especially the
ones which mention the term " alsa‘ah ". And we found clear and explicit
hadiths that attribute this term to the awaited Imam Mehdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance).

Keywords: Inseparability principle, closed-corpse methodology, inter-
preting the Qur'an using the Qur'an itself, the Qur’anic connotation,
Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them)
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