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Abstract:

Meaning is a crucial linguistic concept that can be categorized into two types: lexical
and contextual meaning. Lexical meaning refers to the inherent meaning of a word in
isolation, before it becomes part of a sentence or context. This type of meaning is
probabilistic, multifaceted, general, and not fixed.

Contextual meaning, on the other hand, is the meaning derived from the context in
which a word is used. It is specific, stable, and influenced by both linguistic and non-
linguistic contexts. Context plays a pivotal role in accurately determining meaning.
Each time a word is used, it acquires a temporary, specific meaning shaped by the
linguistic and non-linguistic contexts.

Linguistic context encompasses the linguistic environment surrounding a word,
phrase, or sentence. Meaning can be inferred by analyzing the relationship between
the word and other words in the sentence. Non-linguistic context includes external
circumstances and conditions associated with the word, such as the speaker, listener,
location, and time. Context is essential for precise meaning comprehension as it helps
determine the word's semantic value. In some cases, a word's meaning cannot be fully
grasped solely from a dictionary; the context of its usage must be considered.

The encyclopedia team employed a scientific approach to studying meaning, utilizing
reliable linguistic dictionaries, the Quran, and other linguistic resources. They also
consulted modern linguistic studies to benefit from the latest theories in linguistics.
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