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and for ten centuries was followed by the
scholars of Arabic language, thus gaining the
name of Al-Bahr. Sibawayh’s innovations and
theories in Al-Kitab are abundant and
significant and mentioning all of them is not
possible in this study. In the present study,
three syntactic issues in which Sibawayh had
innovations and proposed new theories for are
analyzed: 1- Al-Haml Ala Al-Javar; allowing
disagreement between the adjective and its
noun among Arabs despite the famous
syntactic rule in which the agreement of the
subordinates (adjective, Atf Nasgh, Atf
Bayan, apposition and emphasis) from its
head noun is obligatory. 2- Allowing the
subject to be in the form of an indefinite noun
despite the famous syntactic rule in which
subject must be definite or indefinite. 3-
Allowing the Tasghir of the exclamation verb;
Tasghir is one of the special adjectives and
main markers of a noun, i.e. according to this
famous syntactic rule, verbs should not be in
the form of Tasghir, whereas Sibawayh allows
the Tasghir of exclamation verbs based on
Arabic eloguent speech and the justification of
his teacher, Khalil ibn Ahmad Farahidi. The
mentioned subjects are some of Sibawayh’s
innovations in Al-Kitab which are studied in
this article. The present article aims to
describe these innovations and theories in
order to justify the superior scientific position
of Sibawayh and his key role in Arabic
language and literature.

Key Words: Arabic language, syntax,
Sibawayh, Al-Kitab, innovation, theories.
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The Study and Analysis of Some of

Sibawayh’s Innovations and New
Theories in Al-Kitab

Behzad Heshmati

Al-Ula National Defense University
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Abstract

Abu Bashar Amr ibn Uthman ibn Qanbar,
Known as Sibawayh Shirazi, was one of the
greatest and most influential Iranian scientists
in the field of linguistics and Arabic literature.
Before reaching the age of 30, he wrote Al-
Kitab, the first and the most seminal book in
Arabic grammar. This work is considered to
be the origin of Arabic language sciences like
morphology, syntax, rhetoric and linguistics
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