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Abstract:

The research deals with the study and investigation of the treatise of Al-Hafiz
Al-Sakhawi, “Discourse on Cutting the Nails.” The research is organized into
two sections: the first section: the study section, and the second section: the
investigation section. The study section deals with the introduction to Al-Hafiz
Al-Sakhawi and his work, beginning with a mention of what is related to the
translation of Al-Hafiz Al-Sakhawi, And his doctrine, and some of his sheikhs
and students, and an overview of his writings, and his status, then an
introduction to the work under study, its attribution to Al-Sakhawi, the reason
for its composition, its subject, and a description of its copying, with an
explanation of the method of copying, interviewing, and investigation.

The second part of the research dealt with the verification of the manuscript, in
accordance with the methodological and scientific considerations adopted in
the investigation. In terms of extracting hadiths from their reliable sources and
judging them, documenting statements from their reliable sources, explaining
strange words, commenting on jurisprudential issues that need clarification,
translating those from scholars and jurists who need a translation, and other
aspects of the investigation.

The research concluded with a number of results, including: the accuracy of
the manuscript’s attribution to Al-Hafiz Al-Sakhawi, and the disclosure of
some of the accuracy and integrity enjoyed by Al-Hafiz Al-Sakhawi in
deciding controversial issues, in addition to his reliance on the most important
books of jurisprudence, whether in the Shafi’i school of thought, or elsewhere,
in the subject of the study. The research also concluded that there is no
authentic hadith about the time of cutting the fingers, or the order therein, and
that the scholars differed in determining the time of cutting them and the order
of the cutting based on many opinions. What is correct about the time of
cutting is that it is determined according to the need depending on the people
and circumstances, just as nothing has been authenticated regarding burying.
The nails, and what was mentioned therein, are not without weakness,
although burying them is recommended according to the Shafi’is and some
Hanafis.
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