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Summary: (Employing Artificial Intelligence in Fatwa Issuance)

Artificial intelligence (Al) is a human-created technology designed to
emulate and match the human mind in thinking and creativity. It represents
a stage in human development where existing resources are harnessed to
serve human needs. The human mind has managed to employ intelligent
machines as proxies in many tasks, altering lifestyles and causing the
disappearance of millions of jobs and the emergence of new roles. The
machine’s role in serving humans in all fields—medical, economic, and
even religious—whether through innovation, classification, or aggregation,
cannot be denied.

In this context, some religious institutions are striving to invest in artificial
intelligence for the realm of issuing fatwas (religious rulings), aiming for
machines to act on behalf of humans in signing off on God's behalf. Despite
its significance, this endeavor presents considerable challenges due to the
standards of scientific input and the potential for device breaches, as well as
the conflict of this industry with the jurisprudential criteria for issuing
fatwas. These criteria include considering body language and its impact on
rulings, the intentional understanding of textual indications, and spiritual,
divine, and emotional considerations. The absence of some or all of these
considerations in a human can lead to confused fatwas, possibly diverting
them from their intended direction. If this is a risk with rational humans, it
IS even more so with inanimate machines. And God knows best.
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