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Civil society in the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and its role in consolidating democracy

Asst. Prof. Dr. Nadia Fadil Abbas Fadle

Abstract

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has been pursuing a democratic
approach for nearly two decades in order to blend and interact with
democratic societies in the Western world. Therefore, it has focused on
implementing political and economic reforms in order to stimulate
democratic accountability, transparency, integrity, and political
pluralism, and to enhance the role of civil society in the Jordanian mind.
It is hoped that these efforts will contribute to enhancing Jordan's
development, prosperity and stability in the long term.

The political reforms included approving laws on decentralization
and local municipalities, amending laws on elections, political parties
and civil society, while developing a national integrity strategy to
combat corruption and increase transparency, and consolidating the
concepts of good governance. The reforms also added and reduced the
conditions for organizing public demonstrations, and the parliamentary
elections that were held in 2016 were considered “ “credible” by
international observers, and these elections were held after important
legal changes that affected the electoral process through the formation
of political parties and lists of candidates, to the establishment of
electoral districts and continued in the electoral cycle in the year 2017
to cover the municipal elections and the historic elections at the
governorate level, which Provincial councils were created for the first
time, which is a very important matter in the democratic process, but
civil society in Jordan remains in its first steps, as it is in great need of
activating the concepts of freedom and democracy.

Keywords

Civil society, Jordan, democracy, reforms, unions and associations
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