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Abstract :

Belief in the Hereafter, with all that it entails of promises,
events, reckoning, punishment, commandments, deterrents,
and so on, is one of the fundamentals of religion. However, a
fundamental question arises in this regard: Does the Hereafter
refer to the Day of Judgment, or is it the second life that fol-
lows the first?

The dictionary states that the "end" of something is insep-
arable from it, meaning that everything that has a beginning
must have an end. Furthermore, the life after the Day of Judg-
ment is qualitatively and quantitatively different from the
worldly life, as it is preceded by a universal death and a trans-
formation of the earth and the heavens. As Allah says:
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“...and the earth and the mountains are lifted and levelled

with a single levelling” and in Surah Al-Anbiyaa’ in the verse

104, “ The day We shall roll up the heaven, like rolling of the
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scrolls [meant] for writings. We will bring it back just as We
began the first creation—a promise [binding] on Us. [That] in-
deed We will do.”

Furthermore, it is a life without burdens or suffering for the
inhabitants of Paradise, and without rest for the inhabitants of
Hell. It is fundamentally different from life on Earth, whereas
the Hereafter should be an uninterrupted continuation of this
life.

The topic of the divine promise is of utmost importance. It
has been extensively mentioned in the Glorious Qur'an and
the blessed Prophetic hadiths, clarifying that this promise
will be fulfilled both in this worldly life and in the future of
this Earth. It was the promise that the contemporaries of the
Prophet, peace be upon him and his pure progeny, inquired
about whenever he spoke of what the savior would do in the
future of this Earth. As Allah says:
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“And they say, 'When is this promise if you are truthful?'
Say, 'Perhaps what you are hastening towards is close at hand.”
(Surah Al-Naml:72) And Allah also says, “And they say, 'When is
this promise if you are truthful?' Say, 'Knowledge is only with
Allah, and | am only a clear warner.” (Surah Al-Mulk:26).

Based on the aforementioned evidence, this study proposes

a novel interpretation of the terms '‘promise' and 'Hereafter’,

diverging from the traditional understanding. The implications

of this new perspective will be examined in detail.
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