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The Absent Imam in the Readings of the Orientalist
Philosopher Henry Corbin : An Analytical and Critical
Study

Dr. Hala Kadhim Saloomi
Imam Al-Kadhim (peace be on him) University College
Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences

Key word :(the Absent Imam, Henry Corbin, Welaya ,Perfect Man)
Abstract:

The Orientalist philosopher Henry Corbin is one of the greatest
western researchers on lIslam in general and one of those who
investigated and studied the Islamic philosophical thought and the twelve
Imams Shiism in particular. The political, religious or purely scientific
factors that moved Orientalism towards studying Shiism in specific led
to the interest of Orientalists in Shiism and the biographies of Imams
(pbuh), Corbin is known for his positive and fair view. He believed in the
importance and centrality of the idea of Imamate and the idea of the
Imam's doctrine among Shiites .Thus, we find that he carried out several
independent studies about the Imam’s welaya and prophetic philosophy
and so on. Unlike many Orientalists who investigated the idea or belief
in the absent Imam using a historical approach, he investigated that
following a phenomenological approach and reached the conclusion that
the relation of al-welaya to religion is the same as that of the soul to

body.
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