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The crime of enforced disappearance between international
conventions and national legislation - Irag as an example
SHAIMAA FATOHI KALAF
Master's degree in Public/International Criminal Law

Sunni Endowment Office/Legal Department

Abstract

Enforced disappearance constitutes a grave violation of human rights and a crime against human dignity,
prohibited by the relevant international conventions and obligated to criminalize and punish it in internal penal
legislation, especially the United Nations Declaration for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance of 1992, the Statute of the International Criminal Court of 1998, and the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2006.
In light of the growing spread of enforced disappearances in Arab countries and the escalation of international
and national calls to confront them there, and in connection with the majority of them’s accession to the 2006
International Convention, and a number of them ratifying the 1998 Statute of the International Criminal Court,
it has become self-evident that these countries will fulfill their international obligations resulting from that. It
includes criminalizing enforced disappearance and punishing it in its internal penal legislation. It has been
achieved in a number of them by issuing legislation in this regard, while many others are still in the preparation
stage for their issuance. It raises several questions about the criminal policy followed by these countries in
dealing with cases of enforced disappearance.
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