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Abstract
International humanitarian law is the primary source for reducing the effects of wars by providing
the necessary protection for incapacitated combatants, non-participants, and protecting civilians and
objects. It is a law that is applied in international and non-international armed conflicts, and has binding
force through the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, their additional protocols of 1977, and the Statute of
the International Criminal Court of 1998. In light of the spread of extremist terrorist groups that use
violence as a means to achieve their goals, as well as private security companies, which has led to friction
between these groups and companies, on the one hand, and civilians, on the other hand, and the
emergence of the problem of subjecting terrorist fighters and workers in private security companies to
international humanitarian law, and the extent to which the rules of international humanitarian law apply
to terrorist fighters and mercenaries working in private security companies.
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