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Abstract:

Indigenous peoples did not have any significant role in international law before the
1970s. The history of indigenous peoples’ rights in international law dates back to
World War Il. Indigenous communities are diverse, but they share several
characteristics such as the lack of a state, marginalization in the economic and
political future, and discrimination on cultural and ethnic grounds.

They enjoy the individual rights that Individuals in the group as well as the collective
rights inherent in the group as a whole. International law therefore provides the
necessary protection to promote the interests of indigenous peoples. There are
international declarations and a variety of international agreements that provide the
legal framework for indigenous peoples in their struggle to maintain their physical

and cultural survival and ensure their enjoyment of their general and collective
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rights. The rights of indigenous peoples have also been affirmed in Many judicial
rulings issued by international courts.
Keywords: Indigenous peoples, collective rights, international instruments,

international justice
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Community v. Nicaragua Judgment, Merits, Reparations and Costs,31 August, lac, 2001,

p7 .
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Community v. Nicaragua Judgment, Op. Cit, p7 .

4 James Anaya, Claudio Grossman, The Case of Awas Tingni v. Nicaragua: A New Step

in the International Law of Indigenous Peoples, Arizona Journal of heernational and

Comparative Law, Vol. 19, No.1,2002, p2.
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Paraguay, Op. Cit, p71.
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Interamerican Court of Human Rights, San José, Costa Rica, 2007,p65.
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® Paulo Ilich Bacca, Indigenous Peoples and the Legacies of Colonialism in International

Criminal Law: The Challenging Crime of Genocide, 2015:
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https://criticallegalthinking.com/2015/10/07/indigenous-peoples-legacies-of-
colonialism-international-criminal-law

1 Cambodia: International Criminal Court Prosecutor urged to prosecute land grabbing
crimes: https://www.herbertsmithfreehills.com/notes/publicinternationallaw/2014-
12/the-importance-of-human-rights-due-diligence-for-businesses-international-criminal-
court-asked-to-investigate-allegations-of-land-grabbing-in-cambodia
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