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Abstract:

This research explores the relationship between the electoral law and political
stability in Iraq, focusing on how the legal framework influences the country’s social
and political stability. Following the fall of the previous regime in 2003, Iraq faced
significant challenges in establishing a stable democratic system, with the electoral
law playing a critical role in shaping the political process.

The research examines the impact of successive electoral laws on Iraqg's political
system, including districting systems, representation ratios, and seat allocation
mechanisms. These factors directly affect the composition of parliament and the level
of representation of political and social forces, ultimately influencing political
stability. The study presents practical examples from Iragi elections, starting from
2005 to the most recent ones, highlighting the shortcomings of previous legislations
and the efforts made to improve the electoral system.

One of the key findings is that electoral laws based on closed-list systems and
centralized seat distribution have marginalized certain political and social groups,
leading to heightened political conflicts and increased polarization. The results also
indicate that transitioning to multi-district systems and adopting open lists could
enhance political representation and reduce tensions.

The research concludes that reforming the electoral law and developing it to ensure
greater transparency and fairer seat allocation can contribute to sustainable political
stability in Iraqg. It also recommends strengthening the role of oversight institutions

to ensure the integrity of elections and limit political interference, thereby increasing
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public trust in the electoral process and supporting the country's path toward
democracy.
Keywords: Election law, voters, political blocs, election systems, parliamentary

seats.
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