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Abstract:

Espionage crimes are among the most serious crimes against the state's existence
and cause a significant damage. Therefore, we decided to investigate the essence of
this legal description, which has raised many thorny issues . In this study, we
discussed these issues including the definition of espionage in the international law
and domestic law. We discovered that in the international law that international
conventions have organized the provisions of espionage in wartime. However, the
legal scholars differe on the legality of espionage , whether during wartime or
peacetime. Most of the legal scholars, however, agree on the illegality of espionage.
On the level of domestic law , due to the development and the complexity of
espionage , scholars have also differed in its definition. These definitions can be
divided into three directions and the best of these trends is the modern trend and
that a general definition for the espionage. Additinally, we discussed the distinction
between espionage and treason. We found that there are several criteria for
distinguishing between labels , but the best of them is the criterion of nationality.
However, not all legislation has taken this distinction , there is some of legislation
do not differentiate between the two terms.In this study, we also deal with the legal
nature of espionage , which is one of the thorny issues. We started this topic with
something of the brevity for the political crime , then we looked at the nature of the
crime of espionage. We concluded that this subject is one of the important issues
that preoccupied by the scholars , judiciary and legislation. To this study, some of
the legislations that removing the political trait from the crimes of espionage while
there are those who kept this trait of these crimes. Meanwhile, some considered that

these crimes a special nature.
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