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About AbU-Tammam's works see: Ibn-al-‘Im3a,
shadharat ad-Dhahab, I1, 73; Ibn-Khallikan,
wafqyat~afiﬁn, I, 151; Az-ZarkelI, Khayr-ad-din,
al-A lam,(Damascus 1954-59) II, 171; also see,
Nouri, The scholars of Nishapur, 123-Z4; Ritter,
Ency. of Islam, 2nd ed, art., "AbU~-Tammam"
Nicholson, A literary history of the Arabs,
129-30; Brockelmann, Geschichte, I,83-84;
Tbid,, Geschichte, supp., I, 134-137.
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a/ ‘The chapter of love-songs® (Babu’l-nasib)

e/ ‘The chapter of satire’ (Babu’l-hijz’)

t/ ‘The chapter of guests and panegyrie'

(Babu’l adyaf wa’1-madTh)

g/ ‘The chapter of description’ (Bibu'l-§if5t)
h/ ‘The chapter of travel and repose’ (Babu’1l-

[
sayr wa'l nu'as)

i/ ‘The chapter of Paceties’ (Babu’l-mulah)

3/ ‘The chapter of vituperation of women’

(Bﬁbu'l-mudhammati'n—nisa’)

5. JIkhtiyar al-ﬁuqagya‘at, which consists of a

selection of love poems,
6. Selections from modern poets.

The most important of AbG-Tammam's work is the Ham@sa,
which deals with different political subjects and with a
great number of poets and poetical works from pre-
Islamic down to the ‘Abbasid times. A similar collection
of the Hamasa poems Wwas also made by AbU-Tammanm's

contemporary, al~Buhturi, who was also a court poet,
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Lo The commentary of al-Mubarak Ahmed al-ArbI1I which

is entitled Sharh al-Mushakal min diwan AbI-T. mEnm,

5 The commentary of Dr, ,I. al~Aswad which is entitled

Badr at-Tammam fT sharh diwan AbT-Tammam, Yet the basic
commentaries of all are those of as~SUlI and of at;
Tabrizi.

Abu-Tammam was one of the great authors of his time.
He was a volumentary author and made a great study of the
former poets and this enabled him to collect and compose

six anthologies:

1. Ikhtivar gab3’ilY, (the greatest), selections of
: ]

verses from tribal days.,
'// - 5
2. Ikhtiyar gaba’ilI, selections of verses of tribal

days from little known poets.

3« Ikhtiyar shu'ard’ al-Fuhil, selection of verses from
master poets of pre-Islamic and Islamic period,

Lo Al-Hamadsa. The work is divided into ten chapfcrs

which bear the following titles:

s/ 'The chapter of fortitude’ (Babu’l-hamasa)

b/ ‘The chapter of Dirges’ {(B@bu’l-mardthI)

¢/ ‘'The chapter of Good manners’ (B&bu’l-adab)
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Eiﬂéﬂ contains some devotional poems, besides the
encomiums on the poet's various patrons, laments on
their deaths and satires on his enemies, but the most
important are the poems which are of historical value
such as the ones which describe the great campaign
against Amorium, the defeat and the execution of the
heretic Babak al—Khurrani, and the execution of the
general al-AfshIn, The Diwan of Abu-Tammam was arranged
in alphabetical order by Abu-Bakr ag-Suli, and afterwards
arranged in order of subjects by ‘AT ibn~Hamza al-
Isbahdni. Other copied of AbU-Tammam's Diwan were

also handed down to us by Abl-'AlT al-FarisI and
as-SukkarIl. Several commentaries were handed down te
us; the most famous of which are 3

1. The commentary of Ablu-Bakr as~Jull which is entitled

Akhbar AbT-Tamm@m ; probably it is an abridged version of

that of at-Tabrizi,
5, The commentary of Ahmad ibn-Muhammad al-Marziql

shich is entitled Sharh al-sby@t al-mushskala min shi’r

AbT~Tammam,

3, The commentary of at-Tabrizi, simply entitled

Sharh at-Tabrizi.
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figited Hiran and liims and kept in touch with thc court
of'ai;lu‘ta§im in Samarra. At the last period of his
life, he retired in Mosul, where the governor of the

city who was his close Priend found him the position of
past mastership of the eity which was a most confidential
position. He died in the 2nd of Muharram 232/25th
August 845 and was buried outside Mid&n Square on

the edge of the trench which surrounded the city of Hosul.,
The tomb of the poet was reconstructed by the notable
Abu=-Nashshal a?-?ﬁsi'who erected a dome on the tomb.
Rccéntly his remains was removed and buried in one

of the public parks; and the great monumentgis one of

the attractions of the city.

II. Works:

Abu-Tammam was noted as one of the most distinguished
poets ot the ‘Abbasid court. He was noted by his
biographers as the poet of gl—Mu‘tagim. He is said to
.have surpassed his contempeoraries in purity of-styie, in
intrinsic merit of his work and in the excellence of the

wa§ in which he treats a subject. His collection of poems

9 Suli, Akhbar Abl-Tamman, 2733 Ibn-Khallikan Wafayat.,
I, 153, Ibn al-Imad Shadharat., II, 72.
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The governor welcomed lim with rich gifts ano bocame one

of his favourite compurici:. It is said “vo 0 Cduring his
stay in Nishapur he met = ised notatle o orUanders

guch as Haydar ibn-Kamiz inomy

and Abl-Sa‘Id Muhammad iby~Tisuf ath=Thap .

Khurasan in 222/857@8 Or: his way back to oo e wag
delayed at Hamaddn by a snow storm. He made oo
acquaintance of the learned Abii’1-Wafd’ i%ﬁéﬁalamﬁg

who offered him the use of his library and th=2 poet made
good use of his time by compasing the mest celchrated
anthology of his time the HamBsa, fterwaris; he lef't
for Samarra, where he was weleomed in the court of the
caliph a1~Mu‘ta§im and the officis? perscyoeoi of the

State. Between the vears -. /3L0 and <2 /0Ll Abl-Tammar

8 S$SUlI, Akbbar AbI-Tammam, 7il-263 8l-lz

al- huwashShah IPh=20; Tlabrizi, al-Khatib lahja, Sharh

diwan AbU-Tammam (Cairo 1953 7Y T,2h wfr‘w ""bnwam&ur,

Mukhtar al-Aghani, (Cairc 1¢°° I.I, & i Igbahani,
al-Aghani, XVI,383-399; sl-7 ogeri, Mol
Muhadhdhab al-Aghanl (Cairo n.d.) VIL, ilv; of
Haddara, Mushkilat as-Sarigdt gl-adabive, (Cs]

49-50; ar-Rabdawi, Mahmiid, al- haraka dﬁwi
Madhhab AbI-Tammiam, (Bosrmt oy o
Abu-Tammam, 31; Ta 1, ubuwxammam amw; s
BahbIti, AbT-TammBn atmTa T, 113 15m, Mourl, The
Scholars of lehapur, Thesis (] omnbur@n 1967 117-18,
121-25. Ritter, Ency. of Ialdgﬁv/w@ ad,. arh,

" AbU-Tammam" .
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the poems gasidas which were presented by the poots in
order to be sung in the prezence of the povernor of
Fhurasan. DBut when aAbuU-Tammam presented his noen,

it was rejected by Loth &bﬁ’l-‘Amayfhal and AbTd-3a°Tad
ad=-Darir who classified it among the ordinary poems.
nme of the reasons for the rejection nf the poem is
that AbU-Tammam used some versses of Jur’ &n not suitable
for the occasion. It is said that AbT-3a'Id ad-Darir
hated Abl-Tammam and therefore he classified the poem
among the rejected osnes, However AbU-Tawmmzam failcd at
first to attract the attention of the governor and
stayed away from the court spending most of his time in
the house of an attractive harlot. But 2t last, he
nanagsd to obtain an andience throush aby’ 1= Amaythal,

who played as mediator between the governor and Abu-Tammam.

7 AbU-Sa‘'Id, Ahmad ibn-kKhE1id ad=-Darir, was a wealthy
schiolar from “dgnuaﬂ ard onc of the regular attendants
at the Court of the "ibbasid Caliph al-Ma’mln. when
"Abd-Al1Eh ibn-Tahir became governor of Fhurasan, the
caliph awarded him with a number of learned men, He
vecame noted as the transmitter rawilI of ths fanous
noet 21-A'rabT and became the most aistinsuished scholar
in' the court of the governor 'Abd-AllZh ibn-TBhir. He
died in °80/8° 5; see, as-3ayutl, Jaldl-ad-dIn, Bugh
al-wu'3t {Cairo 196L),I, 305, al-MarzubanI, Abl- Ubayd,
al-iit va*hﬁhah (Cairo 15n3 AJH, ) 13253 Safadl Salah,
‘Iakl al- hlmyan, (Cairo 1911) 96-98; Yaqit, Irshiad
al-Arib, (London 1907), 118-23,
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companion on his famous expedition against Amorium

in 223/838. Abli-Tammém also enjoyed the favour of
al-Mu’tagim’s son, Ahmad, and the Caliph's other sen
and successor al-Wathiq and other eminent men, to whom

5.

he dedicated many of his poems, The increasing fame of
the governor of Khurasan ‘Abd-Al11gh ibn-Tahir attracted
the poet. He came to Nishapur, but he was disappointed
by the cold reception he received from the governor

and from the learned men of his.court. AbUG-Tampam’ s
biographers remark on the treatment which he received

in Nishapur from the scholars AblU’l-'Amaythal al-A‘rEbTé

and AbU-Sa‘Id ad-Darir 7, who wer arge of the

governor's library and alse in charge of evaluating

5 bfi'll, Akhbar AbI-Tammam, 143-4. BahbItI, Ablu-Tammam
at-T8’1, 105-116.

6 AbT’-1-‘Amaythal, ‘Abd-A118h ibn-Khulayd al-A‘r@bI
was a scholur of Per31an descent, a native of Rayy. BHe
received.the title al-A‘r@bI because he lived and was
educated among the desert Arabs, He became attached to
the eourt of thc*TEhlrlé governors in Marw then in
Nishapur. Abu’ 1= Amajthal was a poet and a man eof letters.
He wrote an excellent work on Arabic literature, which
is extant under the litle "al-Kitab al-Ma'thur"., He
died in 240/85L; see, ,Ton-an-Nadim, al-Fihrist, (Cairo
13,8/1930), 72-3; AbuU’l-‘Amaythal, al-Ma’ thur, London
1925),5-8; Brockelmann, Geschichte, supp.,I,105.
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first by selling water in the Great Nesque and where

he found an.epportunity to make further study of

Arabic poetry and its rules. It was most probably

in Egypt that AbU-Tammdm established his repytation

as a poet and composed his first peem about the tax
collector ‘Ayy&sh ibn-LahI‘a.” From Egypt he returned

te Syria probably after the year 216-215/830 expeeting -

to be admitted to the eourt of the caliph al-Ma’miin, te
await on him, but the Caliph disliked the Bedsuin style

of the poem which he offered him and rTefused to grant

him an audience, AbU~Tammam went te Mosul and from thence
he travelled inte Armenia where rich gifts frem the governer
Khalid ibn-YazId, awaited him, On the death of al-Ka’'mim
in 218/833, he came te Baghdad,where he was received and
favoured by the Caliph al—Mu'ta§im, and met with great
success at his eourt, At this stage of his life, Aby-

Tammam rose to fame and the Caliph teook him as a

, most of his poetical works were laments on the
Imam al-Husayn. He died in 235/84,9: Farrikh,
Abli~-Tammam, 25, |

4 Ibn~Khallikan, wafayat.,, I, 151; SUlY, Akhba&r-AbI
Tammam, 121; cf., BahbItT, Abi-Tammam al-T&'Y, 62-90;
Farrikh, AbU.Tamm@m, 26-30; Ta 1, Abu~Tammam at-Ta'1,
75-76. '
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named Tadus or Thadhis (Thaddcus,'Thcod;sin?), for

which name the sen, when he became a ﬁuslim,kgubstituted
the Arabic Aws, and attached to himself the title
(nisba) of the Tayy’ite tribegz AbU-Tammam was a

great traveller. In his youth, his family moved to
Damascus where his father kept a wine-shep, and he
worked as a weaver's assistant. From thence his family
went to Himg, where AbU-Tammam started his poetical
career by studying the art of poctry under the famous
Syrian post DIk al-Jinn and it is said that from his

3

master, he learned the ShI'ite doctrine.” Subsequently

AbTU-Temmam went te Egypt in 208/823, where he lived at

2nd ed,!Caire 19702, Farrikh ‘Umar,Abli-Tammas,
(Beirut 196L); at-T& I,Kh, Abl-Tammam 2}-i§f1
(Baghdad 1966), Dayf Sh., Ta rikh al-adab al- Arab3
Nal-‘Asr al-‘Abbasi al-Awal® (Caire 1969),268-289.

2 Margoliouth, Ritter and Farriikh indicated that his
father, and probably the poet himself, was a ehristian,
while Bahbiti and ?E'i stress t' .t the poet and the

father were muslims and of pure Arabie descent; whether
the poet was a christian or muslinm, the most impertant
thing is that he was of an Arabie family; see Margelieuth,
Ency. of Islam, 1lst ed, art."AbU-Tammam"; Ritter, Eney.

of Islam; 2nd ed, art, AbU-Tammam; Farrukh, AbU-Tamman,
272-0%; BahbItI, AblU-Temmam at-Ta I,4-18,49; at-T2’1,
AbTG-Tammam at-Ta I, 9-19.

3  Tbn-Khallikan, Wafayat,I, 150; Tbn-al-'Imad,
Shadharat., II,73; Dik al-Jinn, Abd-as-Salam ibn-
Raghban, was a Syrian peet horn in Hims 161/778,
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I. Biography:

His name was IahTb ibnnAws,l a celebrated Arabie
poet and anthelogist in the golden prime of the
‘Abbasids, He was borm in the second half of the
second century of the Hejra, in either 188/80L or
190/806, in the small tewn of Jasim, hetween

Damascus and Tiherias, He was the son of a christian

1 HabIb ibn-Aws ibn-al- Harath ibhn=2avs 1bn—a1-&shaj3
1bn~Yahya ibn-Marwin ibn-S5a‘d 1bn~K§h11 ibn-"‘Amr ibn-
‘AdT ibn- Amr ibn-al-Ghawth ibn-Tayy’: see Tbn-Khallik3n,
Wafayat al-a‘'yd@n,(Caire 1310/1892) vol I, 150;
Ton-al- ' Imad, Shadharat adh-Dh&hab,(Calra 13 )O-f;l/
1931-2)v01. II 72: As~SulY,Abu-Bakr, AkhbA&r AbI-Tammam,
ed. K.M. ‘Asakir, M, Gaz@m, N, HindT, (Caire 1356/1937),
3723 Isbahﬁni, Abu-FaraJ, K.al- Aghanl,(Calro 1963),
383;Sam’&nT, AbT~S8‘d,K,al-Ansab, Fass. E.J.W.Gibb
Memorial Serics(Londan 1912, PF. 365 a; for further study
of AbU-Tamm3m s biography, see the Engllsh works of 3
Margeliouth D.S{,Enecy., of Islam, 1lst ed. art.,
"AbU-Tamman"; Ritter ven H.,op. cit., 2nd ed. art, "Abu-
Tammam"; Breckelmann C., Geschichteder Arabischen
Litteratur (Leiden 1943-49)I,83L; Iwid, op.cit,
Supplementinde (Leiden 1937—42)I 13@—57. Buart C.,
Arabie Literature, (Lendon 1037)88—89 Niechelsen R,A,,
"shilelegika XIII. Arabische Handschriften in Anatelien
und Istanbul”, Oriens,(1949) II1,266-269; ibid, A lite-
rary history of the Arabs (Lendon 1907),129-30; Far
Arabie texts see al-BahhItT N.M.,AbuU-Tammam Eﬁ“?— I
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' AbT-Tamm3m : Biography and Works
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