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Abstract:

The concept of hidden structures refers to the subtle meanings that lie behind the
aesthetic elements in literary texts, contributing to the embedding of non-aesthetic
meanings within culture, as explained by the critic Abdullah Al-Ghadhami. Khalid
Huwayr Al-Shams adds that these hidden structures are tied to the “hidden author,”
who subtly controls the text and is rooted in the creator’s cultural subconscious.
Al-Ghadhami is considered a pioneer of the “dual author” concept, which suggests
the presence of an overt author, representing the known cultural product to the audi-
ence, alongside a hidden author who expresses unconscious ideas that contradict the
surface-level aesthetics of the text. This hidden author’s meanings require a skilled
critic to uncover, as they are passed on through the text without the creator’s aware-
ness. Al-Ghadhami argues that the aesthetic features in literary texts serve as a facade
for transmitting these hidden structures, and the role of cultural criticism is to reveal
these underlying elements.

In the novels of Yass Al-Saeedi, various implicit structures—political, social, and re-
ligious—are clearly present. Recent Iraqi novels have been marked by their boldness in
addressing political issues and criticizing authority. This boldness has granted writers the
freedom to express their political views indirectly, using clever literary devices to pass
critical messages without falling under censorship. Iraqi novels have become an artistic
tool for highlighting political realities, with writers creatively depicting the behavior of
authorities and the societal responses to them.

Additionally, Iraqi novels have focused on social issues as a central theme for un-
derstanding societal transformations and the human condition. These texts contribute to
building critical awareness among readers by reflecting social changes and their impact on
individuals and society as a whole.

Religious structures, meanwhile, have played a crucial role in shaping societal values and

ethics. These structures guide both individual and collective behavior by promoting values
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like justice, tolerance, and morality, which form the foundation for social cohesion. Thus,

religious structures contribute to the creation of more tolerant and unified societies.
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