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Social Protest Movements and the Democratic Transition
in South Africa

Muhammad Abdul-Karim Ahmed, PhD.

Futuristic Studies Institute, Beirut

The social protest movements have played, undisputedly, a cru-
cial role in the process of democratic transition in the Republic
of South Africa, notably by the advent of Y44 +s. This conclu-
sion is a direct result of these movements contribution to the
African national struggle since the later inception and growth
since Y 1°+s inwards.

The social movements tended to opposing the Apartheid regime
through several activities including boycotts, industrial strikes,
civil disobedience and the political support to several African
and national parties and organizations. In addition, social pro-
test movements have adopted a very wide and progressive agen-
da to enhance Africans’ conditions and living standards.

The African National Congress regime, led initially by the his-
toric leadership of Nelson Mandela, tended to follow a neo-lib-
eral economic and political strategy in order to address the in-
herited burdens from the previous regime: Apartheid state. This
strategy was contradicted clearly with social movements’ agen-
da and strategies. As a result, the later continued their struggle
against the ANC’s regime and its social policies.

In many respects, the social protest movement in South Afri-
ca presents a perfect model for the rest of African states as it
supported the national movement until achieving the historic
victory on one of most authoritarian regimes across the world,
providing a clear social agenda to protect the African poor, and
balancing the neo-liberal policies of the ANC’s governments,
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which lead at the end, throughout the past Y© years, to prior-
itizing the societal needs and strategies at the top of the pres-
ent president of the republic of South Africa: Cyril Ramaphosa,
who was himself one of the leaders of the social protest move-
ment in Y 3A+s.
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(v) Von, Feigenblatt, Otto, The South African Transition: A Holistic Ap-
proach to the Analysis of the Struggle Leading to the 1994 Elections,
Journal of Alternative Perspectives in the Social Sciences ( 2008) Vol 1,
No 1,pp. 48-49.
(v Von, Feigenblatt, Otto, The South African Transition: A Holistic Ap-
proach to the Analysis of the Struggle, Op. Cit.. p. 49.
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(¢) Gibson, Nigel, Transition from Apartheid (in: Ndegwa, Stephen N.,
(editor). A Decade of Democracy in Africa), Leiden, Brill Academic
Publishers, 2001, p. 69

(0) Torres, Liv, AmandlaNgawethu? The Trade Union Movement in South
Africa and Political Change, FAFO Institute for Applied Social Science,
2000. pp.269-270.

2AEY oo JoY o/ el ool @




1579-200) Gl g 3 bl Ul glogY gl Vi Kg)

OYglaall e diaalls G_L‘)mﬂ\ Jeaill 48 ddlaiall 4o paial) Gila Sl Ciald
alea Gaags eI «zhaYy —aluildlly Glisaall (gage 8 low—
Al Ao clay) = el e Bl oS e L...a}s: ‘Yj_uu
g_a)S;Jé\..u:_:A.A}S;l\g_\_m: a8 JUall Javw ey . umﬂ\w‘ssu}.m‘}!\
48,V pandl Ol Llad dudyy daay () ‘\V%)Rlekert Commission
J)AUAU_DAY\@?SAJ\UAJ_UA\CJLAL;M 4.::_:5\ a_al_ua‘g.auﬁ
Cilgd Ao cladla) calany ﬁg.ahq\ Aalidl (Sally Jaall a)d (8 aSanl)
g Ml.u.u U}ﬁ; Jj.!.@jj u_uJLJ\ C._\A «_1_\;_1 YAAY (”L’d\ u:J g_a\.u\;.u‘j\
e e saneS Legs Gaald Cradae DA e gLyl 3 Jiailly g
Black Lo— J).u.\ﬂ QM\ cdall) uj_mlﬁ UISJ ALl Lo@.\j.a.u.: Q)\J:}{ dhj
a J\m Ol acal ddglae —JEL Juw Ao —cal Authorities Act
MJEY\ e (silall 13l Ladgy .l c\..\.o.l)s\J\ G.A}.AX} dgall o dngilallg
el ) dlaall Gelladll uSl o daldll «e.@.a.inha» o sl Wgaa
a9 dbj L@A.c U}M\ OLC\ Laa cJJ).A j\ ddall cild uSA (:J UAJ.’J\ \J.@j
u»l.ua‘)]b La s gdail Caaidl 45-‘” Gl Geuﬁ;w C'_i\.l;j rgalgar agalil
Ll e Basaall «e_aL;)ua‘i\» 0l gl 4.2915‘)” O (g sl )Ja.l Jaladl) <29
s1a Cigagg M a5 (g m.euls)d G.Jajl\ Jlaill e ol Cayual u‘ﬁj\.;.a

()as 15‘}!\ u_u.LJAS\ O oadaad) udlal) dadaliay Yolal)

Aia) A @) duihagl) AS)allg @,‘wd\ plaill G Sliagliall Lkee cay il
Women’s National Coalition 3| U.dj sl LY el (YaAa (,,L,J\
deagill Gaje OIS A sl 8l yal) o}uu Olaa Caagy 1349yl <
.A.‘.‘g L;.ut.}.u.\j\ J);_\S\ u\S);} mw\ a.ua‘)“ it g_mba‘j\.ul\ AJAQ d\)\éé\i
A gl galls sl ddady L (e 50LaaS Ay G T2 el
u,—“ 5yola (AfricanNational Congress Women’s League (ANCWL

HOARER el.c i

e Agw —alldll @lbgaall Loy — Glaagliadl (<5 o dule dbayg

s daloall clalgyly Chiall auad ot all oLl Sl IS, L kYl

(v Duncan, Sheena, Riekert Commission report, the Black Sash, August
1979, pp.6-7.

(v) Torres, Liv, AmandlaNgawethu?, Op. Cit. pp. 108-9.
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rica’s Transition to Democracy, Transformation (a magazine), Vol. 30
(1996), p. 47.
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and Reconciliation Commission, Op. Cit. p.8.
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AV e JoY Aol el ool




ael sl agoae .o

3 Ao Bmslan et plal gyl 2 L) ans 4l oSlall iyl il
Y J‘)a u-‘* «JJJ g Sa Y 4_1\) g 4_1.;:Lu;\ ‘_\\S)Aj a8l vaa
)..u}d\ S 4..\SA.1 NEN \_uz.a)s\ g_aj_:;‘ Gc).wﬂ\ il d\.«d\ g_aLaUu O
S de Ly bl daaal Llaadll 5 DS e i) ilagl

KT

Jaals Cuilgn e 2l 28V gl yaigall el Jangd dliasall 4y
delds) zlais) @lSHa a participatory orientation skl 4_;}41\
bl isanll dgaall acy WlEg cm)a‘i\ Ly 39! L;cjj\ i) Lgarl

E DAAJS\ O 4;).3 d..e; Lg.ﬂ\ J.A‘}_“ GLS‘)AY‘ 4\_\.11.6!.\5\ &.&\JB.N\) bJA.IAS\

A Sl jaial) clasSs i —AIG

gl adg 1Y94°¢ d.{).t\ ‘55 Lm_l)ﬁ\ «_\ya‘sam.iaﬁjmd callam) dj\ Gy

144y ?Ld Yoo eﬁ) UJ_JA ¢)Y44y ch.Dﬁ\ GEPRTN 4.1)}@..4; WJ) L_’d}‘d‘
of Y.. Act ,y44Y ,Constitution of the Republic of South Africa

sl ially ) il igall) DN Callatl (3 ()Y 4T
M}Lf_u.&ﬂ\ M\@mfub\ (}4@}54_&.1)5\}” g_wt_au.ﬂ\ Py
Osale 14 éumugm‘;u;\wu}mgﬂwo.}ujmw 4_1‘)3‘;;
D5 (lgaal) aa) O ATV, Ay Sl By orllse call VYo
MJQ‘U)A?" dﬂm/\'~ u”mtyuubywdbdﬂ\u_\kjﬂu)g\

SN 4,0 Ay GBI
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