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The Impact of Conflict of Identities on the socio—political
Stability: the Case of Sudan

Professor Abdu Mukhtar

This paper deals with the issue of “conflict of identities” from an
anthropological and socio—political perspective. It discusses a basic
hypothesis that ‘conflict of identities leads to a political and social
instability and might end cause a civil war or even a fragmentation
of a country such as the secession of South Sudan which provides
an empirical evidence for this hypothesis. The paper maintains that
the essence of the crisis of identity is an outcome of the failure of
the political elites to manage the diversity properly and lack of a
‘neutral’ state to deal fairly with all components regardless to their
origin, color or religion. The paper supports this explanation with a
comparative perspective that includes — the United States of Amer—
ica, India, and Nigeria which have all achieved a relative degree of
stability through proper democracy that sustains the state of law,
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citizenship and justice. The study also examines the pillars of iden—
tity, touches on the ‘melting pot’ theory, as well as the root causes
of the crisis of identity in Sudan and how it has been responsible for
instability and wars in Sudan that had eventually led to the seces-
sion of the South. It believes that Sudan provides a unique example
for a highly diversified country which is known as a ‘microcosm of
Africa’ whose problems represents the problems of Africa.
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The Sudanese received Islam whole—heartedly, but through”
their unique capacity of assimilation, molded to their own par-
ticular mentality p escaping the formulae of theologians, they
sang in it, danced in it, wept in it, brought their own customs,
their own festivals into it, and paganized it a great deal but
always kept the vivid reality of its inherent unity under the rule
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,The Course of Islam in Africa, Edinburgh University Press
an up—-to—-date comprehensive survey traces the devel-)y44d¢
opment of Islam in Africa from the seventh century to the pres-
ent day. Stretching from North Africa and Egypt to Ethiopia,
East Africa, and the Horn, it pays particular attention to the de-
velopment of Islamic mysticism throughout the continent, with
a detailed account of the Sufi cosmology...concluding with the
a ground-breaking study of the rise of Islamic fundamentalism

(') .and its clash with African democracy
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(V3) T.S. Trimingham, A History of Islam in West Africa, London, 1962

Al-Fatih Abdul-Salam, Ethnicity, Conflict and National Integration in The Sudan’, Khartoum: (Y-)
.the Institute of African and Asian Studies, Khartoum University, 1989, p33
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