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. ائدةبالمنهجية العلمية في كتابة البحث واتباع الأصول والأعراف المنهجية السالإلتزام. 1

و ابتكدارا  و  أ. أو تددي   . نقدا  . أن يتميز البحث بالإضافة والجدة والإضافة النوعية للمعرفة. 2

. تنشر المجلة الأبحاث المكررة في مضامينها

الباحددث ودرجتدد وإسددمأن تشددمل الصددفحة الأولددل مددن البحددث علددل عنددوان البحددث كددام  ، . 3

.العلمية، ومكان عمل ، وتاريخ إنجازه، وترفع مع البحث سيرة علمية موجزة للباحث

. توضع الجداول والم حق والمراجع والفهارس في آخر البحث. 4

مدن تمتلك حولية المنتدى حق طباعة الأبحاث المقبولة للنشر ونشدراا مددة خمدس سدنوا . 5

. تاريخ نشر البحث

:وفق المواصفا  الآتيةCDيشترط أن يكون البحث مطبوعا  علل قرص . 6

( B4)أن يكون حجم الصفحة المطبوع عليها البحث -

. لأبعاد الصفحة من الجها  الأربعة( سم2)أن تترك مسافة -

ويكددون التباعددد مددا بددين ( Word)علددل نمددام الدد  ( 16)حجددم ( Arial)يطبددع البحددث بخددط -

(. 13)ويكون حجم خط الهامش ( سطر ونصف)السطور او 

. إدراج الهوامش بشكل تلقائي وليس يدويا  -

. صائيةتجميع الأشكال الهندسية في البحوث التي تتضمن جداول ومخططا  بيانية أو إح-

. صفحة( 20)أن   تزيد عدد صفحا  البحث عن -



: التحكيم: أو   

رة يخضددع جميددع البحددوث والدراسددا  المنشددورة للتحكدديم مددن متخصصددين مددن ذو  الخبدد-1

. البحثية والمكانة العلمية المتميزة

أو ( رد في حال المؤلف الف)نحرص علل أن تعلو رتبة المحكم العلمية علل رتبة الباحث -2

(. في حال تعدد المؤلفين)رتبة أ  من الباحثين 

قائمدة لمجلتنا قائمة بدالمحكمين المعتمددين فدي تخصصدا  المجلدة ويجدر  تحدديث ادذه ال-3

. علل ضوء التجربة بشكل مستمر

:  المثالثيطلب من المحكم رأي  في البحث كتابة علل وفق استمارة محددة، تتضمن علل سبيل-4

. أصالة البحث ومدى إسهام  المعرفي في مجال التخصص❖

. منهجية البحث❖

. المصادر والحواشي❖

. س مة التكوين واللغة وا ستنتاجا ❖

. رويطلب إلي  في نهاية تقسيم  العام ابداء الرأ  في مدى ص حية البحث للنش❖

ختبار محكم تستعين المجلة بمحكمين اثنين علل الأقل لكل بحث، ويجوز لرئيس التحرير ا-5

ي ثالث في حال رفض البحث من أحد المحكمدين، ويعتدذر للباحدث مدن عددم نشدر البحدث فد

. حال رفض  من المحكمين

: حقوق المجلة: ثانيا  

حكمدين لهيأة التحرير حدق الفحدص الأولدي للبحدث وتقريدر أاليتد  للتحكديم، ويعدد رأ  الم-1

. الزاميا  لرئيس التحرير وايأت 

. خ صدت يجوز لرئيس التحرير إفادة كاتب البحث غير المقبول للنشر برأ  المحكمين أو-2

عند طلب  من دون ذكر أسماء المحكمدين، ومدن دون أ  التدزام بدالرد علدل دفاعدا  كاتدب 

. البحث

و سديما تلدك تعطل الأولوية في نشر البحوث المقبولة للنشر للباحثين المنتمدين للمنتددى-3

. المتصلة بدراسا  بالدراسا  الأنسية المعاصرة

.   يجوز نشر البحث في مجلة علمية أخرى بعد إقرار نشره في مجلتنا-4

دون للمجلة العلمية إعادة نشر البحث، ورقيا  كان أم الكتروني ممدا سدبق لهدا نشدره، مدن-5

لفدة حاجة لإذن الباحث، ولها حق السماح للغير بدددراج بحوثهدا فدي قواعدد البياندا  المخت

. سواء أكان ذلك بمقابل أم من دون مقابل

اللقدب البحدث والتطدوير علدل وفدق/ تستوفي المجلة أجور النشر حسب تعليما  الوزارة -6

. صفحة( 20)العلمي، وتستوفي ث ثة آ ف دينار عما زاد عن 



: حقوق الباحث: ثالثا  

خد ل يحرص رئديس التحريدر علدل إفدادة كاتدب البحدث بمددى صد حية البحدث للنشدر فدي-1

. أسبوعي من تسلم ردود المحكمين

 ث يجددوز للباحددث إعددادة نشددر بحثدد  المنشددور بالمجلددة ضددمن كتدداب للباحددث بعددد مضددي ثدد-2

ادة سنوا  من نشره بالمجلة، علل أن يستأذن من المجلة وأن يشير إلل المصددر عندد إعد

. النشر

: الإجراءا  والتدابير في حال الإخ ل بالإقرار: رابعا  

لمجلدة أو عندد إذا ثب  للمجلة قيام الباحث بنشر البحث، ورقيدا  أو الكترونيدا  قبدل تقديمد  ل-1

نة، علل ذلك أو بعده يحق للمجلة حرمان  من النشر مستقب   في المجلة مدة   تقل عن س

. وفق ما تراه ايأة تحرير المجلة، وتخطر الجهة التي نشر فيها

لعددد، من خ ل اط عنا علل تقويما  المقومين العلميدين للبحدوث العلميدة المنشدورة فدي ادذا ا

ينا نشراا وما أشاروا إلي  لهيئة التحرير من تصويبا   بد للباحثين من وجوب الأخذ بها، ارتأ

: وأام اذه الم حما  اي. لتعميم الفائدة لجميع الباحثين الكرام

. اعتماد منهجية علمية واضحة في كتابة البحوث العلمية-1

. استعمال المصادر والمراجع العلمية بصورة صحيحة-2

مصادر يجب إبراز شخصية الباحث العلمية بوضوح، وعدم الإكثار من نقل النصوص من ال-3

. والمراجع دون الرجوع إلل تحليلها ونقداا سلبا  أو إيجابا  

. تهلكةالتأكيد علل اختيار موضوعا  حديثة للبحوث والإبعاد عن العناوين المكررة والمس-4

. ت  ومشكلت علل الباحثين جميعا  في مستهل بحوثهم التأكيد علل ذكر أامية البحث وفرضي-5

صدانة علل البداحثين الأخدذ بم حمدا  المقدومين وتصدويباتهم العلميدة لأنهدا تسداام فدي الر-6

. العلمية للبحث

لددرس الإكثار من نشر البحوث التطبيقية فدي مجدال الدراسدا  اللغويدة، لأنهدا الأقدرب إلدل ا-7

. ائج جيدةاللغو  الحديث، مما يؤد  إلل ترصين الع قة بين التراث والمعاصرة فتخرج النت

ة أو يجب أن تكون ا ستنتاجا  مستوحاة من مادة البحث،   من خارج ، أو أن تكون بعيد-8

. غريبة عن مضمون المادة العلمية للبحث

تددب تحدر  الدقددة فددي نقددل المعلومدة العلميددة مددن المصددادر الموثقدة علميددا ، والإبعدداد عددن الك-9

. المجهولة، أو ذا  الشبهة لكونها غير مستوفية لشروط البحث العلمي الرصين
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Abstract:  

This research aims to 

discuss “English middle 

constructions” regarding their 

generic meaning. It also 

demonstrates that the genericity 

of “English middle 

constructions” is different from 

that of other generic 

sentences.For instance; first: 

Middles have the properties of 

generic sentences; their stativity 

derives from their genericity. 

Second: the genericity of 

middles derives from their 

stativity, but they are actually 

stative sentences and like many 

state verbs. The main purpose 

of this research is to evaluate 

which of these two analyses is 

more descriptively adequate, 

Blackwell, (2005), K. Park. 

(2009), Lekakou (2002), (2004). 

 

1. Introduction: 

Benjamin, J. (2006), defined 

middles English constructions is 

that they are generic 

statements. K. Park. (2009), 

Lekakou (2002), explained that 

the English middle constructions 

indicated to the clause which is 

whether theme or patient of a 

verb, structurally understood as 

the subject of a predicate in an 

active voice.For example:  

(1) a. The car breaks easily 

b. The article reads carefully 

In the double sentences 

above (1a), (1b) the verbs 

break, read occur with the active 

voice and the car, and the article 

appears in the subject position 

of the predicate in an active 
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voice. Samuel J. Keyser and 

Thomas Roepe, (1984) always 

middles have a generic 

characteristic, and they cannot 

be used to show a special event 

in time while ergative can. 

According to the illustration 

of Liesbet Heyvaert (2003) on 

the literature of middle 

constructions, he mentioned 

that middle formation some 

have a stressed the active, one 

participant nature of the 

construction and have claimed 

agentive status for its subject. 

While others have ascribed 

passive value to the 

construction, emphasizing that 

its subject is affected and that an 

agent implied.English middle 

constructions encompass 

transitive and ergative verbs, 

You-Mee Sohn. For example: 

(2) a. He broke the trust. 

b. This trust breaks easily. 

c. This trustbroke.  

d. *He is breaking easily. 

e. *Break easily, John.  

The example (2a) above is a 

transitive verb. (2b) is a middle 

sentence with the same verb, 

and (2c) the verb broke is an 

ergative verb. You-Mee Sohn, 

“English middle verbs and 

ergative verbs share the same 

form as the corresponding 

transitive verbs.” Middle verb 

and ergative verb both take the 

objects of transitive verbs as 

their subjects and the meaning 

is closer to passive voice. In 

sentence (2d, e) middle 

sentences cannot specific 

events, they are usually utilized 

with simple present as in 

sentences below (3a, b), You-

Mee Sohn: 

(3) a. This car breaks easily.  

b. The article reads carefully. 

c. Building painted easily.  

Claudia Haase (2000) said 

that the middles are active in 

form but passive in meaning. 

Miller Jim, (1999), in grammars 

of classical Greek three sets of 

verb paradigms are 

distinguished (active, middle 

and passive). The grammatical 

differences between middle, 

active and passive. For 

example: 

(4) a. John washes the cars 

well. (active) 

b. The cars are washed well. 

(passive) 

c. The cars wash well. 

(middle) 

The sentences (4a-b), the 

change from active to passive 

based on grammatical 
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functions, the active object takes 

place passive subject. This 

change occurred by the change 

of verb from passive. But the 

change in middle; the subject-

object focus as the same as in 

passive see the sentences (4b-

4c).“Only, there is no change in 

verbal morphology, the verb 

remains active. Instead, middle 

constructions need markers like 

adverbs or models,” Claudia 

Haase (2000). 

Middles are always statives, 

generic statement and therefore 

incompatible with the point of 

adverbials and progressive, as 

well as the complements of 

perception verbs, Samuel J. 

Keyser and Thomas Roepe 

(1984). 

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, 

M (1995) identified that middle 

verbs are “grammatical subject 

(the logical object) is its external 

argument and is generated in 

the D-Structure subject position 

(which assume to be VP-

internal)”. The sentence (3c) 

represented in the 

followingtemplet according to 

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M 

(1995):  

- [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp pro 

[v’ paint ti easily]]]] 

Middles cannot appear in 

imperative and progressive 

constructions and are thus like 

stative verbs, which are typically 

ungrammatically, Sarah, M. 

Fagan (2009). Such as in two 

examples above (2d, e). Sarah, 

M. Fagan (2009), occasionally, 

middles can appear in 

progressive, but they cannot be 

consideredeventive, since 

statives can also appear in the 

progressive. For example: 

(5) a. This article is reading 

better every day. 

b. The baby’s are resembling 

his father more and more every 

day. Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).  

c. Young kids are knowing 

more and more about sex and 

violence these days.  

Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).“If 

middles are acceptable in 

imperatives, then all middles 

should be, since all non-statives 

can appear in imperatives,” 

Sarah, M. Fagan (2009). For 

example: 

(6) a. They tried to surprise 

me, but I don’t surprise easily. 

Sarah, M. Fagan (2009). 

b. *Surprise easily. 

c. He doesn’t read well. 

Sarah, M. Fagan (2009). 

d. *Read well.  
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e. The car crashed. 

f. The car’s crashing. 

g. *the article read. 

h. *This article’s reading 

easily. 

i. He can’t cut this tree. 

j. I cannot open this drawer.  

The imperative examples 

with middles in (6a, b, and c, d) 

above, are obviously ill-formed 

with or without adverbial 

expression. Furthermore, the 

verb crashed in the sentence 

(6e) is fine in an imperative 

because it is an ergative verb. 

Three categories of crash verb 

obviously show it is ergative. 

First; it is not restricted to the 

present tense, comparison with 

a sentence (6g). Second; it can 

occur freely in the progressive, 

comparative between 

sentences (6f, and h). Third; 

there is no implicit agent 

associated with it. In the 

sentence (6i) if the verb cut is a 

good example in an imperative, 

this is because it cannot be 

classified as a middle. For 

example; if we compare cut verb 

with open an ergative verb, it is 

clear that cut falls on the 

ergative side of the ergative 

middle continuum. 

In general, middles cannot 

becompatible with the 

progressive but ergative can. 

Middles always have a generic 

characteristic in imperative, and 

they cannot be used to show a 

special event in time while 

ergative can, Samuel J. Keyser 

and Thomas Roepe (1984). 

Middle constructions are 

generally underline to be 

generic statement, including 

generic quantification either 

over events or over individuals, 

Condoravd (1989).  

 

1.1. Passive Meaning and 

Middle Constructions. 

Passive constructions are 

defined by Osvaldo A. Jaeggli, 

(2011), the result of the 

interaction of certain 

morphological and syntactic 

operation. Jaeggli mentioned 

that passive verbs involves the 

Absorption of the external 0-

role of the verb and that is 

prevented from assigning 

objective case. The passive 

sentence has two properties 

placed by Chomsky (1981). For 

example; 

8- The cars are crashed by 

theearthquake. 
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a. [NP, S] does not receive 

a 0-role. Osvaldo A. Jaeggli, 

(2011) 

b. [NP, VP] does not receive 

a Case within VP. Osvaldo A. 

Jaeggli, (2011) 

The argument in [NP, S] 

position bears the 0-role that the 

verb crashed assigns [NP, VP] 

position. The passive subject in 

the sentence identical to the 

(Logical) object of the verb 

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M 

(1995). A direct lexical object is 

not allowed in sentence (7). 

Adequately, have taken by the 

statements in (7a and b).  

K. Park. (2009), illustrated 

that “generative grammar 

assume that the transitive verbs 

should occur in the underlying 

representation of the middle 

construction since those verbs 

carry a passive meaning.” 

Clearly passive is a type of 

voice. Passive is “not typically 

considered to be middles, but if 

genericity is what the middle 

verb encodes, then we would 

expect that a generic passive 

with an arbitrary agent is 

corresponding in a sense with 

the identical middle,”Maria 

Lekakou, (2002). For example: 

(8) a. These cars are easily 

crashed.  

b. These buildings are 

painted. 

c. Buildings painted easily. 

In the sentence (8a), it is 

passive sentence. Sentence 

(8b) is a generic passive. 

sentence (8c) is an English 

middle sentence.The subject 

position does not show clearly in 

an argument position in generic 

passive or middle, the object 

argument of the transitive shows 

as a grammatical subject, as 

noted in the examples (8a) is 

passive and (8b and c) is a 

generic passive because, not 

only the properties of the 

building but also the properties 

of the painting its easy. (8c) is a 

middle. Middle appear to have 

exactly the properties ascribed 

to passive. As I have seen in the 

explanation for middles in 

English according to Ian Roberts 

(1987), that the properties of 

middles are the same properties 

as putative properties of 

passive. Follow the examples in 

(9): 

(9) a. No 0-role assigned to 

NP/S. 

b. No case is assigned to 

NP/VP for some NP in VP.  
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The result in (9) the relation 

of the lexical rule which 

externalizes theme. Because in 

the examples (3) are somehow 

(agentless), since the 0-role 

assigned to the subject position 

is usually the agent 0-role, if 0-

role assignment to the subject is 

somewhat prevented, the 

clause will indeed be agentless. 

Because (9b) the Case Filter will 

cause the object NP to move to 

a subject position, where it can 

be assigned NOM. So this 

account captures the essential 

properties that middles have in 

common with passive; that the 

surface subject identical to the 

logical/selected object, and that 

the logical/selected subject is 

somewhat suppressed.  

“The verb's subject 0-role is 

assigned in syntax in middles as 

well as passives, although not to 

a lexical NP in subject position, 

but either to pro in VP-internal 

subject position or PRO 

adjoined to VP. The internal 0-

role is regularly assigned to the 

object, which is consequently 

moved to the derived subject 

position by Move a. The S-

Structure representations 

assigned to a middle,” Ackema, 

P & Schoorlemmer, M (1995). 

According to Ackema, P & 

Schoorlemmer, M (1995) 

analysis: 

(10) Buildings painted easily. 

a. [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp pro 

[v’ paint ti easily]]]] 

b. [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp [vp 

[v’ paint ti easily]] PRO]] 

Middle and passive have the 

same property with respect to 

the (logical subject) is 

ungrammatical subject. But the 

event in middles is different from 

in which active and passive. For 

instances: in middle sentence 

(11b) does not indicate to a 

particular event of painting, but 

active and passive sentences in 

(11a, and c) both can be 

eventive and non-eventive, but 

middle just can be non-eventive 

structure, Eva K. (2014).The 

logical subject of the passives, 

though clearly not a syntactic 

argument, but it is syntactically 

much more (active) than in 

middles, Ackema, P & 

Schoorlemmer, M (1995). For 

example, according to Ackema, 

P & Schoorlemmer, M (1995), it 

can allow agentive adverb, for 

instance; by-phrases: 

(11) a. I paint this building.  

b. This building paints easily 

(*by John) 
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c. The building was painted 

by John. 

d. *The building paint easily 

by John. 

e. The building was painted 

to conserve it against the rain.  

f. *The building paint best to 

conserve it against the rain.  

Passive and middle 

construction, it is presumed in 

number analysis of passive that 

the verbs subject 0-role is 

assigned in syntax, but is not 

lexical NP on subject position. 

For example; the principle of 

morphology, (Ackema, P & 

Schoorlemmer, M (1995), Maria 

Lekakou, (2002), Sarah, M. 

Fagan (2009). Additionally, 

Marelj, M. (2004) explained the 

middles in languages; he 

mentioned that the middle in 

languages is morpho-

syntactically ambiguous of a 

specialtype of 

passive.Therefore, Middle and 

passive have the same property 

with respect to the subject 

position is ungrammatical 

subject, because the object NP 

has to move to the subject 

position. The event is different 

because passive can be 

eventive and non-eventive but in 

middles just non-eventive.  

 

1.2. Intransitive predicates 

According to “traditional 

grammar”Chung, T. (2000) 

intransitive predicates take just 

one argument especially (the 

subject) Chung, T. (2000). To 

contrast, thetransitive verbs 

take two arguments (subject and 

object), but ditransitive verbs 

take three arguments (subject, 

direct object, and indirect 

object), Chung, T. 

(2000).According to Chung, T. 

(2000) intransitive 

predicatesoccur just with one 

argument. For example: 

(12)a. John has already 

eaten. 

b. John drinks. 

In the double sentences (6a 

and b) both are intransitive 

because verb eat and drink both 

associated with intransitive 

meaning. Therefore, the verb 

eat means (have a full mail) and 

drink means (alcoholic). The 

intransitive verbs assigned 

Agent 0-role to its argument.  

Intransitive formsin English 

middles are rare have doubtless 

contributed to the absence of 

coherent description of their 

properties, Van, Oosten J. 

(1986). Sometimes, English 
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middles constructions are 

considered to be the intransitive 

verbs diverse of the middle 

alternation (Casilda García de la 

Maza, 2008). For example: 

(13) a. John arrived. 

b. John arrived speedily. 

c. John laughed.  

d. John laughed greedily  

e. John is eating a sandwich 

quickly. 

f. John is drinking orange 

juice quickly. 

In these sentences (13e and 

f) the verbs eat and drink are 

taken an object that is not a part 

of argument structure, but it is 

traditionally associated with the 

intransitive sense. The objects 

(sandwich and orange 

juice)both are patient of the 

verbs. 

 

1.3. Argument structures 

The middles structure is 

derived of a transitive verb; the 

verb has active morphology and 

the subject match to the logical 

object of the verb. For example, 

the following sentences (14a 

and b), the direct object 

assumes to be the subject 

function, Ackema, P & 

Schoorlemmer, M (1995). 

“All middles have a 

syntactically suppressed 

external argument that appears 

at LF, where it receives a generic 

interpretation,”Benjamin, J. 

(2006).  

(14) a. Mary reads the book. 

b. This book reads easily. 

c. This car breaks easily.  

d. The article reads carefully. 

In both sentences (14b, c, 

and d) are generic property of 

events of reading this article or 

breaking this car by any arbitrary 

person that they are easily or 

carefully performed by that 

person. The interpretation of 

middle constructions for these 

sentences give a generic 

qualification readings or 

breakings for both reading-

event or breaking-event and the 

arbitrary-agent of the reading or 

breaking, has led many linguists 

including, Ackema, P & 

Schoorlemmer, M (1995), 

Benjamin, J. (2006), Sarah, M. 

Fagan (2009), Maria Lekakou. 

(2004), Maria Lekakou, (2002). 

Eva K. (2014)created a 

comparison among middle, 

passive and active with respect 

to subject position. She 

mentioned that both middle and 

passive constructions, subject 
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position takes an argument such 

as in sentence (15b and c) this 

book.This is corresponding with 

active sentence which appears 

in an object position. Clearly, 

subject position of the argument 

in the active sentence, missing 

both passive and middle. 

Optionally in English, subject 

can appear in by-phrase in 

passive structures, but it is 

unable to do in the middle, 

Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas 

Roepe, (1984), Eva K (2014). 

(15) a. I read this book. active 

b. This book reads easily 

(*by me). middle 

c. This book was read by me. 

passive 

The rise of the direct object 

(the internal, direct argument 

according to the meaning of 

Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas 

Roepe, 1984). In both cases 

there is an implied agent, 

lacking in the ergative 

(unaccusative) constructions, 

Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas 

Roepe, (1984), Benjamin, J. 

(2006). For example: 

(16) a.The car broke. 

b. Ice melts. Samuel J. 

Keyser and Thomas Roepe 

(1984) 

c. The boat sank. Samuel J. 

Keyser and Thomas Roepe 

(1984) 

The agent argument in the 

English middle constructions 

cannot be lexically represented. 

There is no possibility of re-

linking it in contrast to the by-

phrase option available in 

passive, Samuel J. Keyser and 

Thomas Roepe, (1984). For 

example: 

(17) a. The building was 

painted by John. 

b. *The building paints easily 

by John. 

c. *This building paints easily 

by John. 

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, 

M (1995), said “there is a 

constraint on the type of direct 

object which can become 

subject in middle constructions.” 

For example: 

(18) a. *Old English learners 

with pain.  

b. *The answer realizes 

without difficulty. 

c. *The sheep fears easily.  

It seems obvious that the 

transitive verbs which may 

appear in the middle 

constructions are characterized 

as requiring an affected internal 

argument with some possible 
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exceptions, for instance, the 

verb read, Samuel J. Keyser 

and Thomas Roepe (1984).  

The middle constructions 

receive a non-eventive, generic, 

habitual, or potential 

interpretation. For example, 

sentence (19a) illustrates the 

following interpretation: 

(19) a. It is easy, for 

everyone, to read this article. 

As I have seen in the 

interpretations of K. Park. 

(2009), Lekakou (2002, 2004) 

for middle constructions, they 

illustrated that middle 

constructions in English are 

themeor patientconstructions: 

they state that any agent can 

perform the action expressed on 

the theme-subject taking into 

account some invariant or 

inherent properties of the 

theme. For example.  

(20) a. This article reads 

easily.  

Agent in the middle 

constructions always receives 

the generic interpretation unless 

otherwise specified. The 

interpretation of this sentence 

(20a) that it is easy for everyone 

to read this article because of its 

properties, for instance: clear 

style or large print, etc.  

Samuel J. Keyser and 

Thomas Roepe (1984) 

mentioned that middle requires 

the presence of a modifier 

(adverbial, negation, contrastive 

stress, or environment).For 

example: 

(21) a. This article reads 

quite well. 

b. Modern feminist literature 

simply doesn’t read. 
Middle formation turns out to 

be remarkably many-sided as to 

the verb classes which allows 

for (transitive, ergative, and 

intransitive) and the role can be 

mapped onto the subject. The 

distinct representation, the 

relation in middle constructions 

form an essential part of the 

semantic of middle 

constructions: the relationship 

between patient/theme and 

transitive process Liesbet 

Heyvaert (2003). For example: 

(22) a. This meat cuts easily. 

It is fundamentally different 

from that between a 

complement and an intransitive 

process. For example: 

b.The court plays slower. 

Or that between a medium 

and an ergative process. For 

example: 
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c. This emulsion doesn’t scatter 

easily. Liesbet Heyvaert (2003) 

Moreover, themiddle cannot 

be said systematically alternate 

with two participant structure in 

which the subject is turned out 

into the object (a claim made by 

proponents of the ergative 

approach)Liesbet Heyvaert 

(2003) because intransitive 

middles contain only one 

participant. For example: 

(23) a. The green run faster. 

Liesbet Heyvaert (2003) 

b. *You run the green faster. 

Liesbet Heyvaert (2003) 

Intransitive middle 

constructions also form 

evidence against the agentive 

interpretation of the subject in 

middles, cannot be interpreted 

of theenergy source of the 

process, Liesbet Heyvaert 

(2003).  

Samuel J. Keyser and 

Thomas Roepe (1984) 

proposed that lexical rule of 

activo-passivization (Middle 

Formation) of the form, following 

the example (24):  

(24) a. (SUB) -► 0-Role 

b. (OBJ) -► (SUB) 

The rule (24) above 

suppresses the underlying 

grammatical subject and 

replaces the object with the 

subject, the subject function 

changes from the agent to the 

patient and the grammatical 

expression of the agent is 

eliminated altogether.Generally, 

it has to be observed that the 

subject of the middle 

constructions is not necessarily 

affected, Liesbet Heyvaert 

(2003). 

Samuel J. Keyser and 

Thomas Roepe (1984) 

according to their analyses 

within the GB framework 

consider the middle construction 

at both the lexical and syntactic 

level. It is assumed that 

middlesare derived of their 

transitive counterparts by 

means of a lexical rule that 

absorbs objective case and the 

subject 0-role. In contrast to 

ergatives,middles emerge from 

the lexicon as transitive’s, and a 

syntactic rule of move-a (NP-

movement) moves the d-

structure object into the s-

structure subject position. 

Therefore, the 

characteristics of middles 

agentive are: 

1- The middle constructions 

take for granted the existence of 

the Agent 0-role (or external 
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argument) in the underlying 

representation of the middle 

verbs. 

2- Middles also can be 

formed of verbs which never 

take an external argument or a 

logical subject argument, Eva 

Klingvall, (2014). 

3- Middles are relied on the 

agentive interpretation of 

middles, Eva Klingvall, (2014). 

4- Middles syntactically 

inactive with respect to 

theexternal argument, Ian 

Roberts, (1987).  

5- Middles are placed in 

Spec-VP, assigned an arbitrary 

index by lexical head V in 

syntax, Eva Klingvall, (2014).  

 

1.4. The Middle Affectedness 

Constraint 

Middle constructions are 

formed of verbs or predicate 

which have objects, these 

objects have been affected by 

the event or action that 

expressed by the verb or 

predicate. Middle constructions 

are only possible when the 

internal argument of a transitive 

verb is assumed that the 

property of the argument is 

affected by this event or 

action,Sarah, M. Fagan (2009), 

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M 

(1995), Casilda García de la 

Maza (2008). 

Since, middle constructions 

include the external argument of 

the internal argument, the 

structure of middles cannot be 

created of verbs which haven’t 

unaffected object. For example: 

(25)a.The car breaks easily 

b. *Anniversaries forget 

easily. Casilda García de la 

Maza (2008) 

c. *The farms see better after 

the rain. 

In the sentence (25a) the 

patient is the car that is affected 

by the event of breaking easily. 

But in the doublesentences 

(25b, and c) both are unaffected, 

because ‘Anniversaries’and‘The 

farms’ do not have affected, or 

affording to the change of state. 

The logical objects 

Anniversaries and the farms 

cannot be affected by the action 

of forgot or seen.  

Casilda García de la Maza 

(2008), K. Park. 

(2009)Mentioned that the 

affectedness is not an important 

factor on middle constructions. 

For example: 

(26) a. This article reads 

easily. 
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b. John sends quickly. 

The verbs read and send are 

suitable to the middles, despite 

not having affected arguments. 

In this condition the 

grammaticality forced us to say 

that the subject John and this 

article are affected by the action 

of reading and sending, K. Park. 

(2009). 

K. Park. (2009)explained that 

there are verbs which cannot 

occur in the middle 

constructions. For example: 

(27) a. *This bridge builds 

easily. K. Park. (2009) 

b. *This book writs easily. 

c.*John invites easily. 

The subject bridge, book are 

created by the action building 

and writing, and the 

Affectedness constraint can 

account for the ill-formedness K. 

Park. (2009), as in the examples 

(27). In contrast where the same 

verb occurs in the same 

structure.  

(28) a. This piano plays 

easily. K. Park. (2009)  

b. *This sonata plays easily. 

K. Park. (2009) 

In this condition the sentence 

(28a), the subject this piano can 

be affected by the action of 

playing and the sentence (b) the 

subject cannot be affected by 

the action verb. 

To highlight much on the 

Affectedness verbs regarding to 

the middle constructions, 

Vendler (1967) said that the 

verbs couldbe divided into four 

different fields on the domain of 

semantic properties, (activity, 

accomplishment, achievement, 

and state). Activity and 

accomplishment verbs can 

appear with a progressive tense, 

activity and accomplishment 

verbs are different in the 

(presence or absence) of a 

definite period for the relevant 

event. But achievement verb 

refers to anevent that occurs 

and ends at a special time. State 

referstostate verbs; it occurs at 

lasts for aperiod of time. 

According to Sarah, M. Fagan 

(2009) and Vendler (1967) 

middle constructions are 

whether the verb occurs in the 

present tense, for example, 

activity and accomplishment 

can be occurred,but 

achievement and state cannot. 

For example:  

(29) a. The motorcycle 

driveseasily. Activity 

b. This article reads easily. 

Accomplishment 
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c. *This article understands 

easily. Achievement 

d. *The answer knows easily. 

State K. Park. (2009) 

These sentences explain 

obviously that the activity and 

accomplishment verbs are 

licensed to the middle 

constructions, Sarah, M. Fagan 

(2009). Not all the verbs 

accomplishment or activity can 

always show the middle 

structure, K. Park. (2009). For 

example: 
(30) a. This piano plays 

easily. K. Park. (2009)  

b. *This sonata plays easily.  

c. *The pottage eats rapidly.  

d. The pottage eats like a 

meat. 

According to Fujita, K., and 

Masumi, M. (2005), telicity is 

sometimes invoked, just the 

verbs that are telic can occur in 

the middle construction. 

However, the telicity account 

also rules out middle sentences 

like (29a, and 30a) incorrectly, 

since the verbs are not telic. For 

example: 

(31) a. He drove the 

motorcycle for an hour/*in an 

hour. 

b. He played the piano for an 

hour/*in an hour. 

As I have seen that not all 

verbs can occur in middle 

constructions, for instance; the 

state verbs cannot occur in 

middles. 

Conclusion  

In this research I explain 

English middle constructions in 

general form, and I concluded 

that middle constructions are: 

1- Middle constructions 

cannot be compatible with the 

progressive but ergative can.  

2- Middles always have a 

generic characteristic in 

imperative, and they cannot be 

used to show a special event in 

time while ergative can.  

3- Middle constructions are 

generally underline to be 

generic statement, including 

generic quantification either 

over events or over individuals.  

4- Middle constructions in 

English are theme or 

patientconstructions. 

5- Middlesare derived of 

their transitive counterparts by 

means of a lexical rule that 

absorbs objective case and the 

subject 0-role. 

6- The middle constructions 

take for granted the existence of 

the Agent 0-role (or external 

argument) in the underlying 
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representation of the middle 

verbs. 

7- Middle constructions just 

possible when the internal 

argument of a transitive verb is 

assumed that the property of the 

argument is affected by event or 

action. 

8- Middle constructions are 

whether the verb occurs in the 

present tense, for example, 

activity and accomplishment 

can be occurred, but 

achievement and state cannot. 
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التراكيب الوسطية في علم نحو اللغة  

 الانكليزية 

 الملخص:  

يهدف هذا البحث الى مناقشة التراكيب  

الوسطى في اللغة الانكليزية فيما يتعلق  

الى ان عمومية  بمعناها العام. ويشير البحث  

هذه التراكيب يختلف من تلك في الجمل  

الأخرى. فعلى سبيل المثال، أولا: نجد ان  

التراكيب الوسطى تحمل نفس خصائص  

حيث ان سكونها مشتق من   الجمل العامة، 

عدم عموميتها، ثانيا: ان عمومية التراكيب  

الوسطى مشتق من ساكنتيها الا انها في  

تشبه الأفعال   الواقع جمل ساكنه وأفعالها 

الساكنة. يهدف هذا البحث الى تقييم اي  

 التحليلين اكثر دقه في الوصف.  

 

 

 


