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of this research is to evaluate
which of these two analyses is
more descriptively adequate,
Blackwell, (2005), K. Park.
(2009), Lekakou (2002), (2004).

1. Introduction:

Benjamin, J. (2006), defined
middles English constructions is
that they are generic
statements. K. Park. (2009),
Lekakou (2002), explained that
the English middle constructions
indicated to the clause which is
whether theme or patient of a
verb, structurally understood as
the subject of a predicate in an
active voice.For example:

(1) a.Thecar breaks easily

b. The article reads carefully

In the double sentences
above (la), (1b) the verbs
break, read occur with the active
voice and the car, and the article
appears in the subject position
of the predicate in an active

Keywords: English,middle-
constructions,syntax, passive,
predicates

Assistant Lecturer Kamal
Khazal M

College: imam Al-kadhum

university college

Abstract:

This research aims to
discuss “English middle
constructions” regarding their
generic meaning. It also
demonstrates that the genericity
of “English middle
constructions” is different from
that of other generic
sentences.For instance; first:

Middles have the properties of
generic sentences; their stativity
derives from their genericity.
Second: the (genericity of
middles derives from their
stativity, but they are actually
stative sentences and like many
state verbs. The main purpose
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form as the corresponding
transitive verbs.” Middle verb
and ergative verb both take the
objects of transitive verbs as
their subjects and the meaning
is closer to passive voice. In
sentence (2d, e) middle
sentences cannot  specific
events, they are usually utilized
with simple present as in
sentences below (3a, b), You-
Mee Sohn:
(3) a. This car breaks easily.

b. The article reads carefully.

c. Building painted easily.

Claudia Haase (2000) said
that the middles are active in
form but passive in meaning.
Miller Jim, (1999), in grammars
of classical Greek three sets of
verb paradigms are
distinguished (active, middle
and passive). The grammatical
differences between middle,
active and passive. For
example:
(4) a. John washes the cars
well. (active)

b. The cars are washed well.
(passive)

c. The cars wash well.
(middle)

The sentences (4a-b), the
change from active to passive
based on grammatical

voice. Samuel J. Keyser and
Thomas Roepe, (1984) always
middles have a generic
characteristic, and they cannot
be used to show a special event
in time while ergative can.

According to the illustration
of Liesbet Heyvaert (2003) on
the literature of  middle
constructions, he mentioned
that middle formation some
have a stressed the active, one
participant nature of the
construction and have claimed
agentive status for its subject.
While others have ascribed
passive value to the
construction, emphasizing that
its subject is affected and that an
agent implied.English middle
constructions encompass
transitive and ergative verbs,
You-Mee Sohn. For example:
(2) a. He broke the trust.

b. This trust breaks easily.

c. This trustbroke.

d. *He is breaking easily.

e. *Break easily, John.

The example (2a) above is a
transitive verb. (2b) is a middle
sentence with the same verb,
and (2c) the verb broke is an
ergative verb. You-Mee Sohn,
‘English middle verbs and
ergative verbs share the same

Crexe 57 €/t
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Middles cannot appear in
imperative and  progressive
constructions and are thus like
stative verbs, which are typically
ungrammatically, Sarah, M.
Fagan (2009). Such as in two
examples above (2d, e). Sarah,
M. Fagan (2009), occasionally,
middles can appear in
progressive, but they cannot be
consideredeventive, since
statives can also appear in the
progressive. For example:

(5) a. This article is reading
better every day.

b. The baby’s are resembling
his father more and more every
day. Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).

c. Young kids are knowing
more and more about sex and
violence these days.

Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).“If
middles are acceptable in
imperatives, then all middles
should be, since all non-statives
can appear in imperatives,”
Sarah, M. Fagan (2009). For
example:

(6) a. They tried to surprise
me, but | don’t surprise easily.
Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).

b. *Surprise easily.

c. He doesn’t read well.
Sarah, M. Fagan (2009).

d. *Read well.

functions, the active object takes
place passive subject. This
change occurred by the change
of verb from passive. But the
change in middle; the subject-
object focus as the same as in
passive see the sentences (4b-
4¢).“Only, there is no change in
verbal morphology, the verb
remains active. Instead, middle
constructions need markers like
adverbs or models,” Claudia
Haase (2000).

Middles are always statives,
generic statement and therefore
incompatible with the point of
adverbials and progressive, as
well as the complements of
perception verbs, Samuel J.
Keyser and Thomas Roepe
(1984).

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer,
M (1995) identified that middle
verbs are “grammatical subject
(the logical object) is its external
argument and is generated in
the D-Structure subject position
(which assume to be VP-
internal)’. The sentence (3c)
represented in the
followingtemplet according to
Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M
(1995):

- [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp pro
[V’ paint ti easily]]]]
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In general, middles cannot
becompatible with the
progressive but ergative can.
Middles always have a generic
characteristic in imperative, and
they cannot be used to show a
special event in time while
ergative can, Samuel J. Keyser
and Thomas Roepe (1984).

Middle constructions are
generally underline to be
generic statement, including
generic quantification either

over events or over individuals,
Condoravd (1989).

1.1. Passive Meaning and
Middle Constructions.

Passive constructions are
defined by Osvaldo A. Jaeggli,
(2011), the result of the
interaction of certain
morphological and syntactic
operation. Jaeggli mentioned
that passive verbs involves the
Absorption of the external O-
role of the verb and that is
prevented from  assigning
objective case. The passive
sentence has two properties
placed by Chomsky (1981). For
example;

8- The cars are crashed by
theearthquake.

e. The car crashed.

f. The car’s crashing.

g. *the article read.

h. *This article’s
easily.

i. He can’t cut this tree.

j. I cannot open this drawer.

The imperative examples
with middles in (6a, b, and c, d)
above, are obviously ill-formed
with  or without adverbial
expression. Furthermore, the
verb crashed in the sentence
(6e) is fine in an imperative
because it is an ergative verb.
Three categories of crash verb
obviously show it is ergative.
First; it is not restricted to the
present tense, comparison with
a sentence (6g). Second; it can
occur freely in the progressive,
comparative between
sentences (6f, and h). Third;
there is no implicit agent
associated with it. In the
sentence (6i) if the verb cut is a
good example in an imperative,
this is because it cannot be
classified as a middle. For
example; if we compare cut verb
with open an ergative verb, it is
clear that cut falls on the
ergative side of the ergative
middle continuum.

reading
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(8) a. These cars are easily
crashed.

b. These
painted.

c. Buildings painted easily.

In the sentence (8a), it is
passive sentence. Sentence
(8b) is a generic passive.
sentence (8c) is an English
middle sentence.The subject
position does not show clearly in
an argument position in generic
passive or middle, the object
argument of the transitive shows
as a grammatical subject, as
noted in the examples (8a) is
passive and (8b and c) is a
generic passive because, not
only the properties of the
building but also the properties
of the painting its easy. (8c) is a
middle. Middle appear to have
exactly the properties ascribed
to passive. As | have seen in the
explanation for middles in
English according to lan Roberts
(1987), that the properties of
middles are the same properties
as putative properties of
passive. Follow the examples in
(9):

(9) a. No O-role assigned to
NP/S.

buildings are

a. [NP, S] does not receive
a O-role. Osvaldo A. Jaeggli,
(2011)

b. [NP, VP]does notreceive
a Case within VP. Osvaldo A.
Jaeggli, (2011)

The argument in [NP, S]
position bears the 0-role that the
verb crashed assigns [NP, VP]
position. The passive subject in
the sentence identical to the
(Logical) object of the verb
Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M
(1995). A direct lexical object is
not allowed in sentence (7).
Adequately, have taken by the
statements in (7a and b).

K. Park. (2009), illustrated
that  “generative = grammar
assume that the transitive verbs
should occur in the underlying
representation of the middle
construction since those verbs
carry a passive meaning.”
Clearly passive is a type of
voice. Passive is “not typically
considered to be middles, but if
genericity is what the middle
verb encodes, then we would
expect that a generic passive
with an arbitrary agent is
corresponding in a sense with
the identical middle,”"Maria

[

b. No case is assigned to
NP/VP for some NP in VP.

Lekakou, (2002). For example:

6y

LAY

2
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According to Ackema, P &
Schoorlemmer, M (1995)
analysis:

(10) Buildings painted easily.

a. [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp pro
[V’ paint ti easily]]]]

b. [IPBuildingsi [I' I [vp [vp
[V’ paint ti easily]] PRO]]

Middle and passive have the
same property with respect to
the (logical  subject) is
ungrammatical subject. But the
event in middles is different from
in which active and passive. For
instances: in middle sentence
(11b) does not indicate to a
particular event of painting, but
active and passive sentences in
(11a, and c) both can be
eventive and non-eventive, but
middle just can be non-eventive
structure, Eva K. (2014).The
logical subject of the passives,
though clearly not a syntactic
argument, but it is syntactically
much more (active) than in
middles, Ackema, P &
Schoorlemmer, M (1995). For
example, according to Ackema,
P & Schoorlemmer, M (1995), it
can allow agentive adverb, for
instance; by-phrases:

(11) a. | paint this building.

b. This building paints easily
(*by John)

The result in (9) the relation
of the lexical rule which
externalizes theme. Because in
the examples (3) are somehow
(agentless), since the O-role
assigned to the subject position
is usually the agent O-role, if O-
role assignment to the subject is
somewhat  prevented, the
clause will indeed be agentless.
Because (9b) the Case Filter will
cause the object NP to move to
a subject position, where it can
be assigned NOM. So this
account captures the essential
properties that middles have in
common with passive; that the
surface subject identical to the
logical/selected object, and that
the logical/selected subject is
somewhat suppressed.

“The verb's subject O-role is
assigned in syntax in middles as
well as passives, although not to
a lexical NP in subject position,
but either to pro in VP-internal
subject position or PRO
adjoined to VP. The internal O-
role is regularly assigned to the
object, which is consequently
moved to the derived subject
position by Move a. The S-
Structure representations
assigned to a middle,” Ackema,
P & Schoorlemmer, M (1995).
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1.2. Intransitive predicates

According to “traditional
grammar’Chung, T. (2000)
intransitive predicates take just
one argument especially (the
subject) Chung, T. (2000). To
contrast, thetransitive verbs
take two arguments (subject and
object), but ditransitive verbs
take three arguments (subject,
direct object, and indirect
object), Chung, T.
(2000).According to Chung, T.
(2000) intransitive
predicatesoccur just with one
argument. For example:

(12)a. John has already
eaten.

b. John drinks.

In the double sentences (6a
and b) both are intransitive
because verb eat and drink both
associated with intransitive
meaning. Therefore, the verb
eat means (have a full mail) and
drink means (alcoholic). The
intransitive  verbs  assigned
Agent O-role to its argument.

Intransitive formsin English
middles are rare have doubtless
contributed to the absence of
coherent description of their
properties, Van, Oosten J.
(1986). Sometimes, English

c. The building was painted
by John.

d. *The building paint easily
by John.

e. The building was painted
to conserve it against the rain.

f. *The building paint best to
conserve it against the rain.

Passive and middle
construction, it is presumed in
number analysis of passive that
the verbs subject O-role is
assigned in syntax, but is not
lexical NP on subject position.
For example; the principle of
morphology, (Ackema, P &
Schoorlemmer, M (1995), Maria
Lekakou, (2002), Sarah, M.
Fagan (2009). Additionally,
Marelj, M. (2004) explained the
middles in languages; he
mentioned that the middle in
languages is morpho-
syntactically ambiguous of a
specialtype of
passive.Therefore, Middle and
passive have the same property
with respect to the subject
position is  ungrammatical
subject, because the object NP
has to move to the subject
position. The event is different
because passive can be
eventive and non-eventive but in
middles just non-eventive.
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‘Al middles have a
syntactically suppressed
external argument that appears
at LF, where it receives a generic
interpretation,”Benjamin, J.
(2006).

(14) a. Mary reads the book.

b. This book reads easily.

c. This car breaks easily.

d. The article reads carefully.

In both sentences (14b, c,
and d) are generic property of
events of reading this article or
breaking this car by any arbitrary
person that they are easily or
carefully performed by that
person. The interpretation of
middle constructions for these

sentences give a generic
qualification readings or
breakings for both reading-

event or breaking-event and the
arbitrary-agent of the reading or
breaking, has led many linguists
including, Ackema, P &
Schoorlemmer, M (1995),
Benjamin, J. (2006), Sarah, M.
Fagan (2009), Maria Lekakou.
(2004), Maria Lekakou, (2002).

Eva K. (2014)created a
comparison among middle,
passive and active with respect
to subject position. She
mentioned that both middle and
passive constructions, subject

middles  constructions  are
considered to be the intransitive
verbs diverse of the middle
alternation (Casilda Garcia de la
Maza, 2008). For example:

(13) a. John arrived.

b. John arrived speedily.

c. John laughed.

d. John laughed greedily

e. John is eating a sandwich
quickly.

f. John is drinking orange
juice quickly.

In these sentences (13e and
f) the verbs eat and drink are
taken an object that is not a part
of argument structure, but it is
traditionally associated with the
intransitive sense. The objects
(sandwich and orange
juice)both are patient of the
verbs.

1.3. Argument structures

The middles structure is
derived of a transitive verb; the
verb has active morphology and
the subject match to the logical
object of the verb. For example,
the following sentences (14a
and b), the direct object
assumes to be the subject
function,  Ackema, P &
Schoorlemmer, M (1995).
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c. The boat sank. Samuel J.
Keyser and Thomas Roepe
(1984)

The agent argument in the
English middle constructions
cannot be lexically represented.
There is no possibility of re-
linking it in contrast to the by-
phrase option available in
passive, Samuel J. Keyser and
Thomas Roepe, (1984). For
example:

(17) a. The building was
painted by John.

b. *The building paints easily
by John.

c. *This building paints easily
by John.

Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer,
M (1995), said “there is a
constraint on the type of direct

object which can become
subject in middle constructions.”
For example:

(18) a. *Old English learners
with pain.

b. *The answer realizes
without difficulty.

C. *The sheep fears easily.

It seems obvious that the
transitive verbs which may
appear in the middle
constructions are characterized
as requiring an affected internal
argument with some possible

position takes an argument such
as in sentence (15b and c) this
book.This is corresponding with
active sentence which appears
in an object position. Clearly,
subject position of the argument
in the active sentence, missing
both passive and middle.
Optionally in English, subject
can appear in by-phrase in
passive structures, but it is
unable to do in the middle,
Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas
Roepe, (1984), Eva K (2014).

(15) a. I read this book. active

b. This book reads easily
(*by me). middle

c. This book was read by me.
passive

The rise of the direct object
(the internal, direct argument
according to the meaning of
Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas
Roepe, 1984). In both cases
there is an implied agent,
lacking in the ergative
(unaccusative)  constructions,
Samuel J. Keyser and Thomas
Roepe, (1984), Benjamin, J.
(2006). For example:

(16) a.The car broke.

b. Ice melts. Samuel J.
Keyser and Thomas Roepe
(1984)
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Samuel J. Keyser and
Thomas Roepe (1984)
mentioned that middle requires
the presence of a modifier
(adverbial, negation, contrastive

stress, or environment).For
example:

(21) a. This article reads
quite well.

b. Modern feminist literature
simply doesn’t read.

Middle formation turns out to
be remarkably many-sided as to
the verb classes which allows
for (transitive, ergative, and
intransitive) and the role can be
mapped onto the subject. The
distinct  representation, the
relation in middle constructions
form an essential part of the
semantic of middle
constructions: the relationship
between patient/theme and
transitive  process  Liesbet
Heyvaert (2003). For example:

(22) a. This meat cuts easily.

It is fundamentally different
from that between a
complement and an intransitive
process. For example:

b.The court plays slower.

Or that between a medium
and an ergative process. For
example:

exceptions, for instance, the
verb read, Samuel J. Keyser
and Thomas Roepe (1984).

The middle constructions
receive a non-eventive, generic,
habitual, or potential
interpretation. For example,
sentence (19a) illustrates the
following interpretation:

(19) a. It is easy, for
everyone, to read this article.

As | have seen in the
interpretations of K. Park.
(2009), Lekakou (2002, 2004)
for middle constructions, they
illustrated that middle
constructions in English are
themeor patientconstructions:
they state that any agent can
perform the action expressed on
the theme-subject taking into
account some invariant or
inherent  properties of the
theme. For example.

(20) a. This article reads
easily.

Agent in the middle
constructions always receives
the generic interpretation unless
otherwise specified. The
interpretation of this sentence
(20a) that it is easy for everyone
to read this article because of its
properties, for instance: clear
style or large print, etc.
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replaces the object with the
subject, the subject function
changes from the agent to the
patient and the grammatical
expression of the agent is
eliminated altogether.Generally,
it has to be observed that the
subject of the middle
constructions is not necessarily

affected, Liesbet Heyvaert
(2003).

Samuel J. Keyser and
Thomas Roepe (1984)
according to their analyses
within the GB framework

consider the middle construction
at both the lexical and syntactic
level. It is assumed that
middlesare derived of their
transitive  counterparts by
means of a lexical rule that
absorbs objective case and the
subject O-role. In contrast to
ergatives,middles emerge from
the lexicon as transitive’s, and a
syntactic rule of move-a (NP-
movement) moves the d-
structure object into the s-
structure subject position.

Therefore, the
characteristics of  middles
agentive are:

1- The middle constructions
take for granted the existence of
the Agent O-role (or external

c. This emulsion doesn’t scatter
easily. Liesbet Heyvaert (2003)

Moreover, themiddle cannot
be said systematically alternate
with two participant structure in
which the subject is turned out
into the object (a claim made by
proponents of the ergative

approach)Liesbet Heyvaert
(2003) because intransitive
middles contain only one

participant. For example:

(23) a. The green run faster.
Liesbet Heyvaert (2003)

b. *You run the green faster.
Liesbet Heyvaert (2003)

Intransitive middle
constructions also form
evidence against the agentive
interpretation of the subject in
middles, cannot be interpreted
of theenergy source of the

process, Liesbet Heyvaert
(2003).

Samuel J. Keyser and
Thomas Roepe (1984)

proposed that lexical rule of
activo-passivization (Middle
Formation) of the form, following
the example (24):

(24) a. (SUB) -» 0-Role

b. (OBJ) -» (SUB)

The rule (24) above
suppresses the underlying
grammatical subject and
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Ackema, P & Schoorlemmer, M
(1995), Casilda Garcia de la
Maza (2008).

Since, middle constructions
include the external argument of
the internal argument, the
structure of middles cannot be
created of verbs which haven't
unaffected object. For example:

(25)a.The car breaks easily

b. *Anniversaries forget
easily. Casilda Garcia de la
Maza (2008)

c. *The farms see better after
the rain.

In the sentence (25a) the
patient is the car that is affected
by the event of breaking easily.
But in the doublesentences
(25b, and c) both are unaffected,
because ‘Anniversaries’and‘The
farms’ do not have affected, or
affording to the change of state.
The logical objects
Anniversaries and the farms
cannot be affected by the action
of forgot or seen.

Casilda Garcia de la Maza
(2008), K. Park.
(2009)Mentioned  that  the
affectedness is not an important
factor on middle constructions.
For example:

(26) a. This article reads
easily.

argument) in the underlying
representation of the middle
verbs.

2- Middles also can be
formed of verbs which never
take an external argument or a
logical subject argument, Eva
Klingvall, (2014).

3- Middles are relied on the
agentive interpretation of
middles, Eva Klingvall, (2014).

4- Middles syntactically
inactive  with  respect to
theexternal  argument, lan
Roberts, (1987).

5- Middles are placed in
Spec-VP, assigned an arbitrary
index by lexical head V in
syntax, Eva Klingvall, (2014).

1.4. The Middle Affectedness
Constraint

Middle constructions are
formed of verbs or predicate
which have objects, these
objects have been affected by
the event or action that
expressed by the verb or
predicate. Middle constructions
are only possible when the
internal argument of a transitive
verb is assumed that the
property of the argument is
affected by this event or
action,Sarah, M. Fagan (2009),
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subject cannot be affected by
the action verb.

To highlight much on the
Affectedness verbs regarding to
the middle constructions,
Vendler (1967) said that the
verbs couldbe divided into four
different fields on the domain of
semantic properties, (activity,
accomplishment, achievement,
and state). Activity and
accomplishment verbs can
appear with a progressive tense,
activity and accomplishment
verbs are different in the
(presence or absence) of a
definite period for the relevant
event. But achievement verb
refers to anevent that occurs
and ends at a special time. State
referstostate verbs; it occurs at
lasts for aperiod of time.
According to Sarah, M. Fagan
(2009) and Vendler (1967)
middle constructions are
whether the verb occurs in the
present tense, for example,
activity and accomplishment
can be occurred,but
achievement and state cannot.
For example:

(29) a. The
driveseasily. Activity

b. This article reads easily.
Accomplishment

motorcycle

b. John sends quickly.

The verbs read and send are
suitable to the middles, despite
not having affected arguments.
In this condition the
grammaticality forced us to say
that the subject John and this
article are affected by the action
of reading and sending, K. Park.
(2009).

K. Park. (2009)explained that
there are verbs which cannot
occur in the middle
constructions. For example:

(27) a. *This bridge builds
easily. K. Park. (2009)

b. *This book writs easily.

c.*John invites easily.

The subject bridge, book are
created by the action building
and writing, and the
Affectedness constraint can
account for the ill-formedness K.
Park. (2009), as in the examples
(27). In contrast where the same
verb occurs in the same
structure.

(28) a. This piano plays
easily. K. Park. (2009)

b. *This sonata plays easily.
K. Park. (2009)

In this condition the sentence
(28a), the subject this piano can
be affected by the action of
playing and the sentence (b) the
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As | have seen that not all
verbs can occur in middle
constructions, for instance; the
state verbs cannot occur in
middles.

Conclusion

In this research | explain
English middle constructions in
general form, and | concluded
that middle constructions are:

1- Middle constructions
cannot be compatible with the
progressive but ergative can.

2- Middles always have a
generic characteristic in
imperative, and they cannot be
used to show a special event in
time while ergative can.

3- Middle constructions are

generally underline to be
generic statement, including
generic quantification either

over events or over individuals.

4- Middle constructions in
English are theme or
patientconstructions.

5- Middlesare derived of
their transitive counterparts by
means of a lexical rule that
absorbs objective case and the
subject O-role.

6- The middle constructions
take for granted the existence of
the Agent O-role (or external
argument) in the underlying

c. *This article understands
easily. Achievement

d. *The answer knows easily.
State K. Park. (2009)

These sentences explain
obviously that the activity and
accomplishment verbs are
licensed to the middle
constructions, Sarah, M. Fagan
(2009). Not all the verbs
accomplishment or activity can

always show the middle
structure, K. Park. (2009). For
example:

(30) a. This piano plays
easily. K. Park. (2009)

b. *This sonata plays easily.

c. *The pottage eats rapidly.

d. The pottage eats like a
meat.

According to Fuijita, K., and
Masumi, M. (2005), telicity is
sometimes invoked, just the
verbs that are telic can occur in
the middle construction.
However, the telicity account
also rules out middle sentences
like (29a, and 30a) incorrectly,
since the verbs are not telic. For
example:

(31) a. He drove the
motorcycle for an hour/*in an
hour.

b. He played the piano for an
hour/*in an hour.
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