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Abstract:

This study addresses the topic of The Principle of Using the Substitute Instead of the
Original: A Foundational Study.” The aim of the study is to establish the jurisprudential
foundation of the principle, uncover the methods of validating its rules, and explore the
aspects of using the substitute rule instead of the original rule. Likewise, it seeks to infer
the criteria for applying this principle. Methodology: To achieve the research objectives,
the study employed an inductive approach to examine the applications of the principle
among Islamic scholars, followed by an analytical and deductive approach to establish
the foundation of the principle and outline its validation methods and application crite-
ria. Structure: The study is divided into two sections: (A) the definition of substitution,
its foundations, and categories. (B) the criteria for transitioning from the original to the
substitute. Key Findings: (1) Substitution is an Islamic Shari’ah Rule that can only be
validated with rightful evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus, or analogy, espe-
cially when the rationale is comprehensible. (2) The substitute rule, in its essence, is used
instead of the original rule, its legitimacy, some of its rulings, or conditions. (3) Inability,
necessity, urgent need, or physical prevention are reasons that permit using the substitute
instead of the original. (4) Once initiated, the substitute rule does not become invalid.
(5) It is not permissible to combine the substitute and the original in one single context.
(6) It is not permissible to seek a substituting rule unless it is better than the original rule.
(7) Forgetfulness is an excuse in prohibitions not in obligations. (8) If the substitute is of
the same type as the original, it should be given its ruling and form; otherwise, it is only

granted its ruling.

Keywords: Substitute - Original — Branch - Optional Obligation.
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