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The Movement of History Between the Logic of the
Individual and the Impact of Society
According to the Syrian Thinker Constantin Zureiq

Asst. Prof. Dr. Kawa Azeez braim
Department of Philosophy / College of Arts / Salahaddin University

Abstract

The nature of the role of the individual and the impact of society on the course
of historical movement have occupied a significant space in the field of
historical studies since the 19th century to the present day. The dilemma lies in
the dialectical relationship between these concepts and their influence in
shaping historical events. The role of the individual, represented by heroes and
great figures, was well-established during ancient and medieval times.
However, with the advent of the modern era and the advancements
accompanying sciences and knowledge, especially historical knowledge
through schools and various theories that sought precise and scientific
interpretations of historical events to uncover truths as much as possible, the
social school emerged as one of those intellectual currents attempting to
explain historical knowledge based on collective logic and influence, apart from
individual reasoning. This is particularly because the individual is ultimately a
part of the society that endows them with that talent, leading to a new type of
controversial debate among contemporary historians. Here, we aim to

elucidate this intricate relationship in light of contemporary ideas.

Keywords: role of the individual, impact of society, nature of history,
human existence, Constantin Zureigq.
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