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The Role of the Maidservants (Mamluks) During the
Ayyubid Dynasty (569-626 AH / 1174-1228 CE)

Asst. Prof. Dr. Shahlla Borhan Abdullah
Department of History / College of Arts / Salahaddin University

Abstract

The roles of maidservants in Islamic society have evolved beyond mere
entertainment and traditional household duties, encompassing professions that
were once exclusive to them, such as managing households and performing
various tasks, including singing and entertainment. Moreover, they undertook
significant and perilous social and political roles that profoundly influenced
society across all spheres of life. The study is structured with an introduction, two
main sections, and a conclusion. The first section explores the traditional roles
and occupations of maidservants during the Ayyubid era (569-626 AH / 1174-
1228 AD).
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