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The origins of Arabic poetry,
Margoliouth, presentation and criticism

Muhammad Falih Al-Jubouri

Summary

The English orientalist David Samuel
Margliouth recorded a great presence in
modern Arab criticism, especially in the
article “The Origins of Arabic Poetry”
published in the Asian Journal in 1925, in
which he dealt with the ignorance of pre-
Islamic poetry. This article received great
attention from Arab critics, the most
prominent of whom was Taha Hussein, who
He adopted the ideas of Margliouth and
worked on developing and strengthening them
with evidence and other topics in a book he
issued a year after the article was published
under the title (On Pre-Islamic Poetry.(
In this research titled (The Origins of Arabic
Poetry by Magliouth, Presentation and
Criticism), we review this article through a
critical and objective reading to respond to
what was prejudiced, and to clarify what was
ambiguous, as well as what represented
refutable points of view.

The research was based on two chapters. In
the first, we reviewed the intention of the
writer and the topics he presented, and in the
second, we tried to respond to some of what
was mentioned in the article with some
objectivity and away from intolerance,
seeking objectivity and conscious critical
reading, so that the research ends with:

-The evidence and evidence that Margliouth
relied on to reinforce his views were true and
true in their entirety.
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-The critic tried to convince the recipient in
different ways, employing the proofs and
evidence that he gleaned from the pre-Islamic
poetry itself, as he is trying to destroy this
poetry through the poetry itself.

-Margliouth relied on weak narrations, and
narrators of questionable credibility, to
reinforce his views.

Doubts about the authenticity of some of this
poetry, which we call pre-Islamic poetry, is
legitimate, but it is not legitimate to deny all
this poetry from that era.
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