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Abstract: The study aimed to explore forensic
accounting, its role, significance, methods, and areas
in developing accounting mechanisms to combat
money laundering. It also aimed to identify the main
challenges facing its use in combating money
laundering in the Iragi environment. Additionally, it
aimed to highlight the responsibilities of a forensic
accountant in supporting litigation and acting as an
expert witness. The study also aimed to identify the
essential characteristics of a forensic accountant and
how they can be developed to contribute to reducing
money laundering, fraud, corruption, and financial
and administrative misconduct. Furthermore, the
study aimed to explain the nature of money
laundering crimes, their stages, and the methods
through which they are carried out. The study utilized
a descriptive-analytical — approach, employing
research tools such as questionnaires and interviews.
Data was collected through a random sample of
external auditors (certified accountants) in the Iraqi
Association of Certified Accountants, internal
auditors in commercial banks, forensic experts in the
courts, and employees working in anti-money
laundering and  counter-terrorism  financing
departments in Iragi commercial banks. A simple
random sample of 291 questionnaires was used.
Various statistical methods were employed to reach
the research conclusions. The study found the urgent
necessity of having forensic accounting in Irag to
support courts and security agencies in overcoming
money laundering crimes and investigating financial
crimes. The study also indicated a statistically
significant relationship between forensic accounting
methods and the reduction of money laundering
crimes, given their effectiveness in combating this
negative phenomenon.
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