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The British politician Position of the Resident towards
American Attempts to Open a Consulate in Bahrain (1942-
1947)

Asst. prof. Dr. Faraqd Dawood Salman Alshalal
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies/ University of Basrah

Abstract

This study sheds light on a significant period in Bahrain's political history during
the mid-1940s. It marks an era characterized by increased British intervention in
Bahrain's political, economic, and judicial affairs, facilitated through the British

Resident in Bushire and the Political Agent in Bahrain. This intervention persisted

until the discovery of Bahraini oil, which shifted the political dynamics in the
Arabian Gulf. The discovery encouraged the United States, a strong ally of Britain,
to compete with the latter for influence in Bahrain. Over a span of five years
(1942-1947), the United States made repeated attempts to open a consulate in
Bahrain. However, these efforts concluded with the British Resident and his

government rejecting the presence of any competing state in Bahrain.

Keywords: Bahrain, Political Resident, British Indian Government,
America.
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