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(The setting in the local novels of Karbala)

Abstract

The setting is considered the backbone of a novel that connects its parts. Therefore,
we cannot imagine a novel without a setting as it is the melting pot of events. In the
setting, characters are created and developed towards the rising of actions in the
novel. The setting is not an extra element in the novel; Instead, it takes many forms
and meanings, and sometimes it may even be the moral of the whole novel that may
make us feel happy, sad or both. The setting also can be contrasted, and perhaps it
stems from the contrast we have inside us. For instance, when it is the cause of our
overwhelming happiness, we may find it the cause of our deep distress at another
time. Despite this contrast, the setting is not only related to our existence, but we may
also live in a place we have never been before. However, we feel that it belongs to us
and affects us through our imagination, or we imagine it through other people's
perspectives. Therefore, the local novels in Karbala are characterized by their great
emphasis on the setting (the city of Karbala). It has long been represented by the two
holy shrines and the neighborhood buildings, streets, alleys, markets and cafes that
reflect the heritage, folklore, customs, traditions and religious rituals of this ancient

city.
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