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Seasonal Variation in the Chemical Composition of some Forage trees and
shrubs which grown in Baghdad Governorate

Dr.Y.M.Q.Al-Alousy J.0.0.Al-Zandi

Abstract
This study was conducted to know the chemical composition of some forage
trees and shrubs during the grown season in Baghdad Governorate in order to
determine the best time to make the pruning and cut the basic of the trees and
shrubs to use them as a forage for wild and domestic ungulates at food shortage time
and also to know the species which have good nutritive value in order to establish
forage plantations .

Leaves and twigs were collected from six browse species which grow in
Baghdad site on five sampling dates during the growing season in the middle of
Adril ,June ,August ,October and December .The species were Albizzia lebbek ,
Robinia pseudoacacia, Leucaena leucocephala, Acacea farnesiana, Morus nigra and
Zizyphus spina-christi .

The percentage of the nutritive contents was determined. The result
indicated that there were significantly differences among sampling dates, species and
plant parts. Content of ash, ether extraction, crud fiber, calcium and dry matter was
increased as the season progressed whereas crud protein, soluble carbohydrates,
organic matter, potassium, phosphorus and nitrogen content decreased. The results
exhibited that the first sampling date (15".April) was the best which gave higher
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percentage of crude protein, soluble carbohydrate, organic matter, phosphorus,
potassium and less percentage of crude fiber than other dates. Also higher nutritive
compounds and element were found in leaves than twigs. The legume trees and
shrubs have higher percent of crud protein than others.
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