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Abstract :

Key words :
Substance— essence— matter— form— — accidents.

This study is an attempt to trace the rise and development of the concept
of substance in Greek philosophy, the ancient Greek interest in metaphy-
isics and its core question about substance or being. Because what being
is ? is just the question, what is substance ?, but their interest focuses on
mythological and natural explanations of the world. They thought that the
being of the universe consisted in some kind or kinds of stuff, as water,
air, fire, atoms..plato rejected these attemps of explanations, he said that
the principles were the intelligible forms which material objects attemted
to copy.

The concept of substance receives its first scientific and philosophical
stamp only in Aristotle's philosophy. Aristotle uses the concept in sev-
eral interrelated ways,In "Categories’, Aristotle defines substance as that
which is neither said of a subject nor in a subject, and in "Metaphysics"
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, substance is that which is not predicated of a subject, but of which all
else is predicated..then he applies the word substance to four objects :
essence, universal, genues and substatum(objects) , and mentions also
different kinds of substances. In the earlier work, Categories, substances
are simply individuals ; but in in the later work they are complex of form
and matter. he aknowledges that three things called substances, and that
all three are substances in some sense or to some degree: matter, form
and the composite of form and matter, and also he distinguishes between
primary substances(individuals, things not predicated of a subject), and
secondary substances(the species and genera of primary substances)
.many philosophers till modern time were influenced by aristotle's theory
on substance.
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