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Abstract

Moses’ Birth and the story of Sargon

Dr. Ameer Sulaiman®

The story of the birth and early life of Moses who is supposed
to have lived in the thirteenth century B.C. is a well known story
both in the Old Testament and the Holey Quran. But the discovery
of cuneiform tablets that record a simillar story attributed to King
Sargon of Akkad has raised many arguments since Sargon lived in
the 24" century B.C., i.e., more than nine centeries before Moses.
Many scholars, some of them are muslims, believe that the authers
of the Old Testament have borrowed sargon’s story and at tributed it
to their prophet Moses during their captivity in Babylonia in the
sixth century B.C. Consequently the story of the Holey Quran was

borrowed from the Old Testament.

It is the aim of this paper to explain the reasons behind the
resemblence between the stories. It is beyond doubt that the story as

is told in the Holey Quran is the real and exact story and that of the

(*) College of Arts / University of Mosul.
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Old Testament is related to the same story but was written by the

authers of the Old Testament six centeries after the life of Moses.

As for the story of Sargon it is believed that it was borrowed
by the Assyrians during the seventh centuty B.C. from jews who
lived in Palestine at that time and was attributed to Sargon of
Akkad, one of their famous previous personalaties although he lived
several centuries before that. This is proved by the fact that the date
of cuneiform tablets which record Sargons’ story belong to the
seventh and sixth centuries B.C. and not to the time of Sargon

himself.

Moreover, even if it was supposed that Sargon’s story was
a real one it does not saise any question as it was customary in
those days for unwanted children, whether in Egypt or Irag, to be
thrown in the river in almost the same manner that is told in both

stories.



