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Abstract  
 

This research entitled ,The Formation of the concept of self – consciousness in 
the two ages of modernism and early post modernism , seeks to display the 
development that occurred to the concept of self – consciousness in the 
western philosophical discourse , in the two ages of modernism and early post 
modernism , through important philosophical models that constitute a radical   
change in the manner in which the concept of self – consciousness was put for 
discussion . The age of modernism embodied the first formation of the concept 
of self – consciousness and displayed this concept through the philosophy of 
(Descartes , Spinoza , Leibnitz , Kant , Hegel) . 
As for the age of early post modernism which witnessed the beginning of the   
contemporary history , the concept of self – consciousness was reviewed 
through the philosophy of (Nietzsche , Heideggar ,Bergson , sarter , Merleau-
ponty) in addition to throwing light on the most important principles on which    
the philosophies of the self – consciousness of both ages were based . It would 
be necessary to add that some of the most important result the research has 
reached is that the self – consciousness has differed in terms of of its concept 
and the way in which it meditated the world whereas in the age of modernism , 
it (i.e the self – consciousness) meditated the universe and its subjects as being 
a thinking mind according to the principles of correspondence and identification, 
we find that in the age of early post modernism , this consciousness focused on 
the world to meditate its subjects according to the principles of difference and 
contrast . 
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