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The Shrines of Imam Ali Al-Hadi, Al-Hasan
Al-ASkari, and Imam Mohammed
Al-Mahdi (PBUT) in Lucknow city in India

Abstract:

The holy shrines of Imams Ali Al-Hadi, Al-Hasan Al-ASkari, and Mohammed Al-Mahdi
(PBUT) are built in the 9th century in India by the queen Afaq who was a Muslim Queen to

express her love and loyalty to the the prophet’s household. The cost of construction was her
dowry, in addition to look after, maintenance and repairing those shrines. The queen was keen
on holding religious ceremonies during months of Muharram and Safar, as well as the births
and martyrdom of Al-Askari imams and the birth of Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUT). But the shrines
were not similar to the imams original shrines in Iraq. The reason might be the lack of pictures
dedigns that can be adopted in building. The construction could be based on the description of

some Indians who visited Samarra. But it does not mean that some details of those
structures like the basement (they call it Al-Ghar) should be ignored.

The idea is that the builders do not have pictures or design only, but they have a modest
knowledge Imams’ history. Despite the modest representation of the shrines, the spiritual,
political and revolutionary symbolism was great, especially when the British forces bombed the
military Al-Askari and Al-Mahdi shrines, which destroyed large parts of the shrine during the
Indian revolution (1857 - 1859), and then British soldiers plundered the precious contents of the
shrines, who did not destroy Hindu temples or plundering their contents.

The destruction and looting were the cause of unsystematic renovation operations, which
led to lose historical monuments that would have shown the architecture and heritage of that era

of Nawab of Awadh in India, as well as the loss of their historical and archaeological importance.

key words:
The two Al-ASkari Imams, Imam Al Mahdi (PBUT), Lucknow, India.
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