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Samarra and the 20th Revolution

In the Writings of Iraqis and Foreigners

Who Worked in Iraq- Reading of Samples
Abstract:

This research paper aims at studying the events of the 20th Revolution in Samarra. It is
an attempts to connect the events with each other by investigating them in the different cities
around the country. The revolution cannot be divided according to the regions neither can it
be attributed to one part rather than the others. This paper shed more lights on the events that
took place in Samarra during the 20th Revolution. Through the course of the research it was
clear—as the sources indicated- that Samarra had actively participated in this great event. The
participation was in two phases: the first one was on Aug.20th , 1920, with 600 fighters; 250 of
them with guns and 350 with no guns. In the second phase that started on Aug.30th,1920. The
number of fighters was 30000; 1610 with guns and 1390 without guns. So, the total number of
fighters in the two phases was 3600. 1860 with guns and 1740 without guns. When comparing
the population of Samarra with the number of the fighters it will be clear to identify the reasons
behind why the majority did not participated in the events of the revolution. In addition, the
Tigris basin region that includes all of Diyala, Kirkuk and Kufri that participated in the 20th
Revolution on Aug.12th, 1920 with 14.300 fighters, only 5790 of them with guns and 8510
without guns. However, the middle Euphrates region that participated in the revolution in July
1920 with 80.870 fighters, 32.650 of them with guns what indicates that the participants in the
middle Euphrates region were more active than those in the Tigris basin region. Accordingly,
this gave the British Administration an indication to absorb them and make them part of the
future political institutions in the country and it succeeded in this endeavor. This political
equation had not undergone any modification until the revolution of 14th July, 1958 where the
Iraq political leadership reconsidered which was valid until the last events in 2003 where the
political process is totally modified according to the new changes.

key words:
Samarra, Tribes, the British Occupation, 20" Revolution.
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