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General Situation in Samarra During
British Annual Report 1917.

Abstract:

The British records are important and original sources to study history, which are
written by political rulers or their assistants in all regions of Iraq. Therefore, the British
Annual Report of 1917 is important evidence to write about an important and critical
stage of Iraq’s contemporary history. The report shows important details that other
historical sources neglected about the occupied regions.

The report that was written by the Political Governor of Samarra, Captain Muri
addressed the general situation in the city. The report sheds light on the geographical
nature and its importance to the British occupation. Also, it discusses the occupation of
Samarra, its administration whether it is civilian or military one. Moreover, it shows the
most important actions taken after Turkish withdrawal from the city, in addition to the
tribes’ stand from British occupation especially those rejected the British occupation.

The report clarified Samarra’s economic situation, in respect to agriculture
specifically, and the most important measures that have been taken by the British
authorities to increase agricultural production in the area to secure food for its troops
in a time of food crisis that was about to lead to famine in the country. Also, the report
tackles the trade conditions in Samarra, which has been affected by the occupation, and
cutting off of trade roads.

The report did not neglect the religious affairs in this area taken into consideration
that Samarra is a holy place due to the existence of Ali Al- Hadi and A -Hasan Al-
Askari (PBUT) in addition to the existence of shitte clergies that makes it an attractive
centre for religious students.

key words:

Samarra, Administration, British Report, tribes.
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