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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify the impact of the snowball strategies
and the information gap in developing the skill of determining the
geographical location on the map and visual thinking among the fifth grade
students in the subject of geography for the academic year (2020-2021).
The research sample consisted of (67) students distributed randomly into
three Groups, the first experimental group of (21) students who were taught
using the snowball strategy, the second experimental group of (23) students
who were taught using the information gap strategy, and the third group of
(23) students who were taught in the usual way. Determining the
geographical location on the map and the second test to measure visual
(spatial) thinking, The two tools were presented to the arbitrators to extract
the apparent validity of the two tools, and the stability coefficient for the
two tests was extracted using the Cowder-Richardson 20 equation. The
stability of the positioning test was (0.78), which is a good stability
coefficient, and the final form of the test consisted of (22) items. The visual
(spatial) thinking test amounted to (0.81), which is a high reliability
coefficient, and the final form of the test consisted of (22) items, using
statistical means. The results showed the superiority of the two
experimental groups over the control group in determining the
geographical location on the map and visual thinking.

In light of this, the researcher presented a set of recommendations and
proposals. She recommended that teachers of social studies in schools rely
on the snowball strategy and the information gap in teaching social studies
in general and geography in particular. The researcher suggested using the
snowball and the information gap in other educational stages.
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