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Subtitled cartoon movies are widely common nowadays, and watched
for different purposes. They are of multifaceted purposes including
entertainment, learning English as a foreign language, escaping bad
moments, etc. This study is intended to determine the impact of subtitled
cartoon movies on learning new vocabulary items. It is well-known that
current EFL learners are widely impacted by the advent of technology.
With the availability and abundance of technological channels that this
digital generation could make use of, it is preferable to help them make
use of all new technology-based learning materials in their efforts to
acquire new English vocabulary. This study includes two instruments to
evaluate the impact of subtitled cartoons on learning process. In the first
instrument, exactly fifty participants randomly selected to answer a ten-
question questionnaire. In the second one, the randomly selected fifty
participants were under a five-question interview. Results disclosed that
participants were interested in learning new English vocabulary through
watching subtitled cartoon movies. For them, it gives an authentic
learning atmosphere. Also, participants expressed their willingness to
learn new English vocabulary through subtitled cartoon moves since
such innovative learning process promotes their motivation, self-
confidence and excitement to learn new English vocabulary. They
consider learning new English vocabulary through subtitled carton
movies a fun.

Introduction
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It is well-known that a language is the
means of a daily social interaction. It is a

cause to an effect,

without which

communication cannot be accomplished.
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Thus, this digital generation deserves a
wide range of attention while developing
curricula to suit their daily learning needs.
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learners a chance to come across authentic
learning materials through platforms of
social media. This is in line with
Warschauer (2000a) proponent concept on
the effectiveness of collaboration among
learners in authentic situations.
2. Research Questions
1. Does the use of subtitled cartoon movies
expedite and boost learning new English
language vocabulary?
2. Can subtitled cartoon movies raise
enthusiasm and motivation of College
Freshmen to learn new English vocabulary?
3. Research Hypotheses
1. The use of subtitled cartoon movies
expedites and boosts learning new English
vocabulary.
2. Subtitled cartoon movies can raise
enthusiasm and motivation of College
Freshmen to learn new vocabulary.
4. Literature Review

So far, a lot of researches have been
conducted on the use of cartoon movies in
teaching and learning English as a foreign
language (EFL). A wide range of research
has been advocated so far for the
significance of infusion multimedia-based
learning materials in the process of learning
in this digital age where learners have a
spacious degree of access into multimedia
and Internet. In this section, there is a focus
has been made on the sound adoption of
subtitled cartoon movies in teaching and
learning, motivation, digital learners and
learning English language vocabulary, as
follows:
4.1 Subtitled Cartoon Movies in
Teaching & Learning

As defined by Munir (2016), the cartoon
movie is a moving picture that yields a

As to many English non-native speaking
countries around the world, they suffer
much to learn a new item of vocabulary or
bunch of. It is due to many reasons one of
which is that those responsible for teaching
in schools are not qualified to motivate
learners to learn new vocabulary. With the
advent of technology, it is a must to make
use of every single means in teaching and
learning process. Sajana (2018) made it
clear that watching cartoon movies gives
learners a sense of humor and fun, and
exposes them to authentic learning
atmosphere. Karakas and Saricoban (2012)
stressed the importance of watching
subtitled English cartoon movies in the
development of vocabulary learning, as it
involves “contextualized aids” (p.12).

There is a noticeable stride towards
making use of cartoon movies in acquiring
new English vocabulary. Hence, there is a
new trend in learning new vocabulary
through indulging subtitled cartoon movies
in the process of learning up to the needs of
this digital generation.

In a study about students’ attitudes
toward the adoption of videos (cartoons) in
teaching English language, Berk (2009)
came to an opinion that digital media bring
to class energy, fun and enthusiasm. And in
turn, acquisition of English vocabulary
would be applicable, and lead to a full
mastery of English as a foreign language.
Therefore, college instructors are highly
advised to put into consideration all choices
required to motivate their classes and fill in
English language learners with confidence
and enthusiasm for better learning
environments. As a part of literature
collected related to the subject in hand,
majority of studies focused on giving
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movies, which is for them is a new
technique full of amusement, motivation
and fun. Mirvan added that such
multimedia-based learning materials such
as cartoon movies expose these days’
learners to authentic situations required for
a better learning opportunities. In a study
conducted by Putra and Putra (2014) it was
concluded that subtitled movies, after being
watched, could be fruitful and promising in
helping undergraduates learn and acquire
new vocabulary.
4.2 Motivation

It is definitely significant to refer to the
role that motivation plays in learning and
teaching process. Before that, it is of a high
demand to shed light one of the of the
definitions of motivation made by some
scholars and researchers. To Dornyei and
Otto (1998) motivation “provides the
primary impetuous to initiate learning the
second language and later the driving force
to sustain the long and often tedious
learning process” (p. 117). Masgoret and
Gardner (2003) made it clear that without
motivation no progress could be achieved
in the language learning. Dornyei (2001)
brought to light that teachers have to praise,
a kind of positive feedback, learners
whenever they make progress in the
learning process. Hence, teachers, during
the process of teaching and learning, are
responsible for raising the spirit of learning

among learners, which is in turn
responsible for boosting the outcomes
Unfortunately, at present, uneasy

number of teachers pay zero or little focus
on motivation, and always make cries that
their students do no progress in learning
English as a foreign or second language,
and again blame not themselves, but

sound. As a teaching tool, watching cartoon
movies assist getting learners motivated
and willing to learn new vocabulary. To
learners, it helps build up creativity among
them, contrary to traditional methods where
they have no choice but to read and
memorize vocabulary, which is considered,
by a wide range of learners as being boring
(Sajana, 2018). As Krashen in his Input
Hypothesis (1985) made it clear, authentic
“comprehensible input can lead to
acquisition” p. 2. Therefore, teachers of this
digital age have a mission to help their
digital learners receive and access authentic
learning materials. It is a teacher’s
responsibility to bring into the class all
authentic materials that make learning fun
and success such as technology-based
learning materials one of which is subtitled
cartoon movies. It is an unprecedented
chance for learners through watching
subtitled cartoon movies to build up their
language productive skills: speaking and
writing, in turn, their pronunciation and
vocabulary will become considerable
(Sajana, 2018). And Danan (2004)
ascertained that using subtitled cartoon
movies expose learners to authentic
learning materials, which raises their
English language cognition, comprehension
and critical thinking. A lot of studies
conducted by Baltova (1999), Danan (224)
and Neuman and Koskinen (1992) have
come up with a result stating that subtitles
displayed on cartoon movies have an
effective impact on learning new
vocabulary. Finally, as to the advantages of
bringing watching English movies into the
learning process, Mirvan (2013) made it
clear that students enjoy learning English as
a foreign language via watching English
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such as computer games, Internet, smart
phones, social media and the like. Digital
natives, today’s learners, have a smooth
access to miscellaneous set of learning
materials such as watching educational
channels on you-tube where they could
have fun watching subtitled cartoon
movies. In a pilot study carried out by
Nasab and Mutlagh in 2017 results
disclosed that through watching subtitled
movies, digital learners could acquire new
English vocabulary.
4.4 Teaching & Learning English
Language Vocabulary

Cambridge dictionary (n.d.) defines
vocabulary as “all the words that exist in
a particular language or subject”. Another
definition states that vocabulary “is a list or
collection of words or of words and phrases
usually alphabetically arranged and
explained or defined” (Merriam-Webster,
online). Learning a language is a process
requires an additional effort to arrive at
good results; results to be seen on learners’
productive skills; speaking and writing.
Sequeira (2012) adopted an opinion stating
that learning is about a positive change
made to learners’ skills, while teaching is a
set of instructions given to support and
facilitate the process of learning. Teachers
and researchers work on this field always
make sharp conclusions that a low
achievement made by learners of the
English language in a certain English
language class comes as a natural
consequence of old-fashioned teaching and
learning techniques followed and adopted
by teachers of the 21% century, where their
students on the other bank of the river are
born surrounded by innovative gadgets.

learners. Motivation is a tool that teachers
should immensely consider when aiming at
obtaining good results in their pursuit to
develop their learners’ language learning.

Qualified teachers are crucially
demanded to indulge all beneficial methods
of teaching in EFL classes, taking into
consideration the huge change brought to
every single segment of our life. Current
learners, or so-called digital learners are fed
up with boring lessons. There is a bunch of
technological media that could be adopted
in classes such as movies, songs, games,
etc. (Sari & Sugandi, 2015). Bahrani and
Soltani (2011) stated that since cartoon
movies have authentic  audiovisual
atmosphere, therefore, watching cartoon
movies boosts learners’ motivation in
learning English language vocabulary.
4.3 Digital Learners

It is well-known that learners today are
digital. They own mobile phones, which
are, to, great extent, internet-connected.
They have an access to Internet, so as
teachers for this type of learners, who,
according to Prensky (2001) have changed
immensely, and are different from us when
we were at their ages, all possible learning
techniques shall be adopted in class to help
them acquire English as a foreign language.
Old methods of teaching are irrelevant for
today’s learners, who are fully equipped
with innovative gadgets such as smart
phones, laptops, etc. Also, Prensky
disclosed that today’s average college
learners “have spent less than 5,000 hours
of their lives reading, but over 10,000 hours
playing video games (not to mention
20,000 hours watching TV)” p. 1. He added
that learners of this digital age are fully
occupied by their own brand of amusement
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answer five questions related to the subject
matter of the study in hand.
5.2 Instrumentation

Instruments include a two-month pilot
study, a ten-question questionnaire and a
five-question interview. Due to the Covid-
19 pandemic and in line with the social
distancing recommended by  the
Coronavirus Management Cell, the two-
month pilot study was cancelled, and the
other two instruments were the essence of
weighing the impact of subtitled cartoon
movies on learning new  English
vocabulary.
5.3 Limitations

It was scheduled to conduct a -2-month
pilot study in late February 2020 to
examine whether watching subtitled
cartoon movies could improve acquisition
of new English vocabulary. It could not be
accomplished due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Therefore, this study depends
only on two tools: a 10-question
questionnaire and an interview.
6. Analysis & Discussion
6.1 A Questionnaire

As could be inferred from the 10-
question questionnaire (see Appendix 1), a
questionnaire is found a reliable tool used
to collect data from respondents (Lin,
2003), as whether subtitled carton movies
could accelerate learning new English
vocabulary or not, and whether it is capable
of upgrading learners’ motivation and
enthusiasm to acquire new vocabulary.
Exactly (50) First Year learners, (25)
females and (25) males, in the Department
of Translation, College of Arts, Basra
University, randomly selected to be
participants of these data collection tools.
They were given (5) minutes to tick the

Teachers, nowadays, have to select
authentic materials their students find it
easy to access and use, where students feel
pleased to be exposed to such as watching
cartoon movies on You-Tube or other
digital drives. Teachers and learners alike
have known well that technology has
become a crucial part of our life, where
every single walk of life has been shifted.
The adoption of technology into the
English language classroom has increased
dramatically, and negligence of such an
important drive of success, technology-
based learning material, would waste time
and efforts. The vast development of
technological gadgets has made using EFL
materials mobile, where students could
watch cartoon movies on the way to the
college, on the way back home, in the
canteen, among class intervals, etc.
(Dudeney & Hockly, 2007).

5. Methodology

In order to elicit the impact of subtitled
cartoon movies on the College learners’
English vocabulary acquisition, three
instruments are elected in this study.
Instruments adopted are discussed below.
5.1 Subjects Selection and Description

A sample of fifty learners, who are
randomly selected, is used for this study.
They are first year students in the
Department of Translation, College of Arts,
Basra University, for the academic year
2019-2020. They are fed with instructions
on the tools to be used throughout the time
of the study. They are subjected to and
given a ten-question questionnaire, and are
requested to express their attitudes in five
minutes. Then the same sample of the study
are undergone an interview, each has to
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| watch subtitle cartoon cartoon movies
everyday.

&

uSAG mAG =N =SDAG =DAG

3. I recommend subtitled cartoon

movies to other classmates.

| recommend subtitle cartoon movies to
other classmates.

#ESAG mAG =N mSDAG = DAG

As far as statement 3 is concerned, the data
show that 54% of the respondents ticked
“strongly agree”, 32% of them agreed with
this statement, 2% of them were neutral in
their attitude, 8% strongly disagreed and
finally 4% of them disagreed.

4. Watching subtitle cartoon movies
raises my awareness of English as a
foreign language.

response that meets their attitude toward
the concept of this study.

The result of each statement is analyzed as
follows:

1. I make use of subtitled cartoon
movies in learning new English
vocabulary.

| make use of subtitle cartoon movies in
learning new English vocabulary.

A

u SAG ® AG N = SDAG = DAG

The data show that 60% of the respondents
ticked “strongly agree”, 22% of them
agreed with this statement, 4% of them
were neutral in their attitude, 6% strongly
disagreed and finally 8% of them
disagreed.

2. | watch subtitled cartoon movies
every day.

As to statement 2, the data show that 68%

of the respondents ticked “strongly agree”,

10% of them agreed with this statement,

12% strongly disagreed and finally 10% of
them disagreed.

415 ’ ) |



[ [ Using Subtitled Cartoon Movies in Learning New English Vocabulary for College Freshmen J

6. As technology has become a reality,
| have a new choice of using
subtitled cartoon movies instead of
traditional textbook vocabulary to
learn new vocabulary.

As technology has become a reality, |
have a new choice of using subtitle
cartoon movies instead of traditional
textbooks vocabulary to learn new
vocabualry.

v

mSAG mAG =N =SDAG = DAG

The data show that 54% of the respondents
ticked “strongly agree”, 28% of them
agreed with this statement, 4% of them
were neutral in their attitude, 8% strongly
disagreed and finally 6% of them
disagreed.

7. Learning new English vocabulary in
context will give me an authentic
opportunity to learn segments or full
sentences.

Learning new English vocabulary in
context will give me an authentic
opportunity to learn segments or full
sentences.

\

uSAG mAG =N =mSDAG = DAG

Watching subtitle cartton movies raises
my awareness of English as a foreign
language.

uSAG mAG =N = SDAG = DAG

Statement 4 pinpointed that 70% of the
respondents ticked “strongly agree”, 22%
of them agreed with this statement, and
finally 8% of them disagreed.
5. Subtitled cartoon movies motivate
me to learn new English vocabulary
in context.

Subtitle cartoon movies motivate me to
learn new English vocabulary in context.

A\

u SAG mAG =N =mSDAG = DAG

The data belonging to statement 5 disclosed
that 58% of the respondents ticked
“strongly agree”, 24% of them agreed with
this statement, 8% strongly disagreed and
finally 10% of them disagreed.

416 ’ ) |



[ [ Using Subtitled Cartoon Movies in Learning New English Vocabulary for College Freshmen J ]

reading and writing.

Learning new English vocabulary
through subtitle cartton movies
enhances my English language
four skills including listening,
speaking, reading and writing.
226

b

mSAG mAG =N =mSDAG = DAG

The data show that 56% of the respondents
ticked “strongly agree”, 34% of them
agreed with this statement, 2% of them
were neutral in their attitude, 2% strongly
disagreed and finally 6% of them
disagreed.
10.The use of subtitled cartoon movies
in learning new English vocabulary
is a fun.

The use of subtitle cartoon movies in
learning new English vocabulary is fun.

'\

= SAG mAG =N =mSDAG = DAG

The data show that 82% of the respondents
ticked “strongly agree”, 14% of them
agreed with this statement, and finally 8%
of them disagreed.
6.2 An Interview

The data show that 66% of the respondents
ticked “strongly agree”, 30% of them
agreed with this statement, and finally 4%
of them disagreed.

8. Subtitled cartoon movies give me a
chance to live an English authentic
atmosphere, which helps acquire new
vocabulary.

Subtitle cartoon movies give me a chance
to live an English authentic atmosphere,
which helps acquire new vocabulary.

A\

u SAG m AG N = SDAG = DAG

The data show that 50% of the respondents
ticked “‘strongly agree”, 36% of them
agreed with this statement, 8% strongly
disagreed and finally 6% of them
disagreed.
9. Learning new English vocabulary
through subtitled cartoon movies
enhances my English language four
skills including listening, speaking,

417 ’ ) |
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above stated as well clearly disclosed that
this generation has short span to outdated
methods of teaching and learning, and they
are no longer welcoming traditional sets of
teaching and learning. Hence, as teachers,
there must be a shift in a way they teach
and feed wup digital natives with
instructions. Keeping the same methods in
teaching and learning in the classroom
would result in reserve outcomes where it
IS a matter of time consuming.

With reference to the many previous
studies on the same topic, it was concluded
that multimedia-based learning materials
including You-Tube movies could keep
learners motived throughout the process of
learning. It grasps their attention, and fills
them with fun and amusement. Unlike
traditional methods of learning, with the
advent of technological innovations,
technology-based learning materials
assisted very much the process of learning
new English vocabulary. To sum up, digital
learners are brought up surrounded with
technological gadgets, and it is reasonable
to make use of such innovations in teaching
and learning as they consider such sets as
good friends helping them acquire new
English vocabulary in an authentic
atmosphere.
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Please TICK the number that corresponds
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Strongly Agree (SAG)
Agree (AG)
Strongly Disagree (SDAG)
Disagree (DAG)
Neutral (N)

# | Questions Participant’s %

(9]
%) o
> 2|z |8| >
0| Sl
1 || make use of subtitle
cartoon movies in
learning new English
vocabulary.

2 | | watch subtitle cartoon
movies every day.

3 || recommend subtitle
cartoon movies to other
classmates.

4 | Watching subtitle

cartoon movies raises
my  awareness  of
English as a foreign
language.

5 | Subtitle cartoon
movies motivate me to
learn new English
vocabulary in context.
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Appendix 1

A Student Questionnaire

| would very much appreciate if you could
spare about 5 minutes of your valuable time
to fill out this 10-question questionnaire on
Using Subtitled Cartoon Movies in
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materials in the process of learning English
as a foreign language?
4. How often do you watch subtitled

movies  instead  of
traditional textbook
vocabulary to learn
new vocabulary.

cartoon movies? 7 | Learning new English

5. As a learner, do you touch a cry for vocabulary in context

moving away from traditional textbooks in ‘é‘ﬂt':]em?:’e Opgftunﬁg

learning new Englis_h language vocabulary? to learn segments or
Are you with or against? Why? full sentences.

8 | Subtitle cartoon

. movies give me a

Appendlx 3 chance to live an

English authentic

Subtitled Screenshots (taken from “Easy atmosphere,  which

English”) — Learning New English helps  acquire  new

Vocabulary [Restaurant VVocabulary] vocabulary.

Y VAL 9 | Learning new English

vocabulary  through

Learners are given the below link to watch subtitled cartoon

movies enhances my
English language four
skills including
listening, speaking,
reading and writing.

more subtitle cartoon movies to learn new
English vocabulary: https:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgfdg

10 | The use of subtitle
cartoon movies in
learning new English
vocabulary is fun.

Appendix 2

Interview Questions that the study
participants were exposed to in order to
evaluate their attitude towards the use of
subtitled cartoon movies in learning new
English language vocabulary:

1. To what extend do you think that
subtitled cartoon movies could help build
up your vocabulary?

2. Do you feel confident and motivated
while learning new vocabulary through
watching a subtitled cartoon movie?

3. Do you recommend and call for those in
charge of (higher) education in Iragq to
infuse technological-based learning

=

lrilled

Yes, we are. I'll have t
chicken and a salad.

421 ’ ) |


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgfdqVmVjfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgfdqVmVjfk
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=
Could you give us th n!enu,
please?

main course, I'd like the grilled fish. - .
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Could you please pass me the salt, Paul?
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